THE DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA
AMERICAN P.O. BOX 5205

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68505-0205

L E G I 0 N Office: 402-464-6338 - - Fax: 402-464-6330

Web: www.nebraskalegion.net

For God and Country
April 16, 2021

From: Department Adjutant
To: Distribution

Subj: RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT DISTRICT CONVENTIONS

Encl: (1) Area Commander Seniority Ranking
(2) Bequests
(3) Department Officer Succession
(4) NEC/ANEC on DEC
(5) Parliamentary Procedures
(6) Room Rate and Mileage
(7) Succession Change
(8) Virtual Department Meetings
(9) National Appointments
(10) Area Commander Budget
(11) Membership Budget
(12) Indy Car
(13) Merchant Mariners
(14) Post 500 Dues Increase (District 7)
(15) Post 500 Dues Increase
(16) SAL Per Capita Dues Increase
(17) SAL Dues Increase
(18) Voter ID (D11)
(19) Voter ID
(20) Department Constitution and Bylaws

Ref:  (a) Department Constitution Article XV Section 1
(b) Department Constitution Article XVII Section 1
(c) Department Bylaws Article Il Section 19

1. We have received a number of resolutions (Enclosure 1 through 19) from the District
conventions held this spring and | have enclosed all of them here along with the
Department Constitution and Bylaws (Enclosure 20). References (a) and (b) indicate any
resolutions which seek to change the Constitution or Bylaws be referred to Constitution
and Bylaws Committee on or before April 15, preceding the Department Convention.
IAW with those provisions, this letter, and its attachments, fulfill that requirement.

2. Reference (c) states the Department Constitution and Bylaws Committee, “shall meet
annually after April 156 and prior to forth (40) days immediately preceding the annual
Department Convention” in order to review resolutions prior to submission to the
Convention Constitution and Bylaws Committee.



3. Given parameters of above paragraph, the Department Constitution and Bylaws
Committee would have to meet between April 16, 2021 but before May 14, 2021. | ask
that the Chair, William Harris, set a date, time and location for this meeting so that the
Department Constitution & Bylaws Committee members can assemble to review all
resolutions and make their recommendations known at Department Convention.

Respectfully,

David W. Salak

Department Adjutant

Copy to:

Department Constitution & Bylaws Committee members

Department Commander
Department Senior Vice Commander



The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION

Resolution No. 1 Subject: Area Commander Seniority
Ranking

Submitted by: D8, D11 Referred to:
(1) Constitution & Bylaws CMTE
(2) DEC

WHEREAS, Article VI, Section 4, of the Department Constitution states; that the Senior
Vice-Commander succeeds to the office Department Commander “At the first meeting
following the Department Convention, The Department Executive Committee shall
designate the seniority of the Area Vice Commanders, and they shall in the order
designated, in the event of the death, resignation or permanent incapacity of the
Department Commander and the Department Senior Vice Commander, succeed to the
office of the Department Commander, or in the event of the temporary absence,
incapacity or disability of the Department Commander and the Department Senior Vice
Commander, the Area Vice Commanders, in the order designated shall assume and
have the Department Commander's responsibilities, power, and authority”; and

WHEREAS, that portion of the Department Constitution does not provide any criteria for
seniority designation of the Area Vice-
Commanders; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That
Article VI, Section 4, be rewritten as follows:

“At the first meeting following the Department Convention, The Department
Executive Committee shall designate the seniority of the Area Vice Commanders,
and they shall in the order designated, in the event of the death, resignation or
permanent incapacity of Both the Department Commander and the Department
Senior Vice Commander, succeed to the office of the Department Commander, or
in the event of the temporary absence, incapacity or disability of Both the
Department Commander and the Department Senior Vice Commander, the Area
Vice Commanders, in the order designated shall assume and have the
Department Commander’s responsibilities, power, and authority Until such time
as the Commander and Vice-Commander can resume their duties”.

Immediately after the completion of the Department Convention, the four
Area Vice-Commanders shall meet and determine their seniority based on:



1. One point for each year of membership in The American Legion, totaling
no more than 20 points;

2. Ten points for each District Vice-Commander or Commander, Area Vice-
Commander, or Senior Vice Commander position held, totaling no more
than 40 points;

3. Five points for each Department Committee Chair or National
Committee or Commission membership | held, totaling no more than 15
points; and

4. Five points for each year member served as either alternate or delegate
to the National Conventions, totaling no more than 25 points.

5. In the event of a tie among two or more, then seniority goes to the Area-
Vice Commander with the longest membership in The American Legion.

Department score sheets will be provided to each of the Area Vice-
Commanders to determine their total score. At this meeting, the four Area Vice-
Commanders will agree on seniority based on the above scoring and will
recommend their seniority to the first Department Executive Committee held after
the Department Convention. The Department Executive Committee will designate
seniority based on the Area Vice-Commanders recommendations unless it can be
shown by evidence that scoring is incorrect.



The American Legion

Department of Nebraska
RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 2 Subject: Bequests
Submitted by: Finance Committee Referred to:
(1) DEC

WHEREAS, The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, Bylaws state in Article X,
“‘Section 1. The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, is empowered to accept
and receive gifts, devises or bequests of funds, chattels, money or real estate, or the
income there from.

Section 2. The property shall be administered by trustees hereinafter designated as
hereinafter provided. All funds received by the said trustees shall be held in trust for
The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, and all moneys, securities, or other
chattel property shall be deposited by the Department Finance Officer of The American
Legion, Department of Nebraska, in a suitable and responsible depository; and the bond
of said Department Finance Officer shall cover said trust fund deposits.

Section 3. The trustees shall use due diligence to invest promptly and keep invested
any and all moneys belonging to the principal of said trust in interest bearing bonds or
obligations of the United States of America, or of a state or any political subdivision
thereof; or in first mortgages on improved Nebraska real estate, in an amount not over
40% of the appraised value thereof.

Section 4. The trustees shall make an annual report to the Department Convention of
The American Legion each year of the receipts and expenditures of all sums and items
of property; and shall, at the request of the Department Executive Committee of The
American Legion, Department of Nebraska, make such special reports to said
committee as it shall request.

Section 5. In instances where the donor or donors of any gifts, devises or bequests
shall expressly direct the purpose for which the same shall be used, or the manner of
the use thereof, such directions shall be followed by the trustees. In all other instances
the Department Executive Committee of The American Legion, Department of
Nebraska, shall by resolution provide for the use of such moneys.

Section 6. The trustees shall be the Department Finance Committee as now existing
and their successors in office.



Section 7. The title of all property of the trust hereby created shall be vested in said
trustees or their successors, and in case of property, real or personal, the trustees shall
have the power to sell, lease, transfer or exchange all or any part of said property; and
to execute as trustees, good and sufficient deeds of conveyance thereof, unless
alienation of said property is restricted by the original gift or devise.

Section 8. The trustees shall serve without compensation and only the necessary
expense of administering said trust shall be deducted therefrom.”; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That the
Bylaws Article XIlI be changed effective June 28, 2021, to read:

“Section 1. The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, is empowered to
accept and receive gifts, devises or bequests of funds, chattels, money or real
estate, or the income there from.

Section 2. The property shall be administered by trustees the Department
Finance Committee (DFC) hereinafter-designated-as-hereinafterprovided and
their successors in office. All funds received by the said-trustees DFC shall be
held in trust for The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, and all moneys,
securities, or other chattel property shall be deposited by the Department Finance

Officer of The-American-tegion,-Departmentof Nebraska; in a suitable and
responsible depository;-and-the-bond-of said-Department-Finance Officershall
coversaid-trustfund-deposits.

Section 3. The trustees DFC shall use due diligence to invest promptly and keep
mvested any and all moneys belonglng to the prlnmpal ofsald—trust—m—mterest

esta%eHﬂ—ﬂH—ﬂmuM—mt—eveMO%—eﬁ-theapp;aisee%hM bequests be

made, renewed, extended, surrendered and reinvested as the DFC shall direct. In
instances where the donor or donors of any gifts, devises or bequests shall
expressly direct the purpose for which the same shall be used, or the manner of
the use thereof, such directions shall be followed by the DFC.

Section 4. The trustees DFC shall make an annual report to the Department
Convention of The American Legion each year of the receipts and expenditures of
all sums and items of property; and shall, at the request of the Department
Executive Committee of The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, make
such special reports to said committee as it shall request.



Section 5. In instances where the donor or donors of any gifts, devises or
bequests shall expressly direct the purpose for which the same shall be used, or
the manner of the use thereof, such directions shall be followed by the trustees
DFC. In all other instances the Department Executive Committee of The American
Legion, Department of Nebraska, shall by reselution majority vote, provide for the
use of such moneys.

Section 8-6. The trustees DFC shall serve without compensation and only the
necessary expense of administering said trust Bequest Fund(s) shall be deducted
therefrom.”



The American Legion

Department of Nebraska
RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 3 Subject: Department Officer Succession
Submitted by: D6 Referred to:

(1) Constitution & Bylaws Committee

WHEREAS, Article VI of the The American Legion, Department of Nebraska Constitution
provides for election and appointment of designated officers of the department, and the
process for filling vacancies during a term of service; and

WHEREAS, confusion has been created by disregarding the established succession to office
when filling a vacancy in the office of the Department Senior Vice Commander; and

WHEREAS, the assumed ascension of responsibility from Area Vice Commanders to Senior
Vice Commander, and to Commander, is not specifically defined; and

WHEREAS, the assignment of seniority of the Area Vice Commanders is not specifically
defined; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular convention
assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That, Article VI of the
Constitution of The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, be amended to read as
appended hereto.



THE AMERICAN LEGION
DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE VI
DEPARTMENT OFFICERS

Section 1. The Department Convention shall elect a Department Commander, one
Department Senior Vice Commander, four Area Vice Commanders, and in each even
numbered year a National Committeeman and an Alternate National Committeeman, all of
whom shall be members of Posts within the Department of Nebraska. All Legionnaires on the
ballot must be certified by the Department Adjutant prior to election using a valid document of
proof. It is further provided that the Department Commander, Senior Department Vice
Commander, National Committeeman, and the Alternate National Committeeman, shall be
voted upon by all delegates accredited to the Department Convention, and further provided
that the Area Vice Commanders shall be members of a Post within the Area which they
represent and shall be nominated and voted upon only by delegates representing the Posts
in the Area to be served by such Area Vice Commander.

Said areas shall be comprised of the following Districts of the Department.
Area A — Districts 3 and 8
Area B — Districts 2, 6 and 7
Area C — Districts 10, 11, 12, 13 and 15
Area D - Districts 1, 4, 5and 9

All of the aforesaid officers, excepting the National Committeeman and the Alternate
National Committeeman, shall be installed either in person or by proxy, immediately prior to
the adjournment of the convention.

Section 2. No person shall be eligible for reelection to the office of Department
Commander or Department Senior Vice Commander. Persons shall be eligible for reelection
to the office of Area Vice Commander, provided they are not serving a consecutive term in
that office.

Section 3. The Department officers mentioned in Section 1 shall serve until the
adjournment of the annual Department Convention succeeding their election, or
approximately one year and until their successors are elected and qualified, except that the
Department National Committeeman and Alternation National Committeeman shall serve
until the second annual National Convention after their election or approximately two years,
or until their successors are elected and qualified.



Section 4. The Department Commander shall appoint, subject to approval of the
Department Executive Committee, a Department Adjutant, Assistant Department Adjutant,
Department Public Relations Officer, Department Chaplain, Department Judge Advocate,
Department Historian, Department Sergeant-at-Arms, and Department Service Officer. The
Department Service Officer may be one and the same persons as one of the Nebraska State
Service Officers under the State Department of Veterans Affairs. The Department
commander may appoint, subject to the approval of the Department Executive Committee, an
Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms.

The Department Chaplain, Department Judge Advocate, Department Sergeant-at-
Arms, Assistant Department Sergeant-at-Arms, Department Public Relations Officer,
Department Historian, and Department Service Officer shall hold office during the term of the
Department Commander, and until their successors are appointed. The Department Adjutant
and Assistant Department Adjutant shall, following appointment by the Department
Commander and approval of the Department Executive Committee and after serving the
period of probation determined by their employment agreement, have tenure of office and
continue to serve in the office to which they were appointed until such time as they may retire
or are removed from office for malfeasance or nonfeasance of duties. They may be removed
from office by a two-thirds vote of the Department Executive Committee at any regular
meeting or special meeting called for that purpose.

At the first meeting following the Department Convention, the Department Executive
Committee shall designate the seniority of the Area Vice Commanders, commencing in

2021 with the Area A Vice Commander and conti numg annuallv in an alphabetlc
ascenqu rotation. ane :

Section 5. Vacancies in all Department offices occurring between Department
Conventions, shall be filled by the Department Commander, subject to the approval of the
Department Executive Committee at its next meeting after such appointment, provided

(a) the vacancy in the office of Department Commander shall be supplled #F&t by the
Department Senior Vice Commander—and-secendiy-by-the-Are: a=ice-Commi andersinth

orderoftheirseniority;

(b) the vacancy in the office of Department Senior Vice Commander shall be
supplied by the Area Vice Commanders in the order of their seniority;




£3-(c) when the office of the National Committeeman becomes vacant, the Alternate
National Committeeman shall become the National Committeeman for the full unexpired term
and the Department Commander, with the approval of the Department Executive Committee,
shall appoint an Alternate National Committeeman;

{8} (d) when there is a vacancy in the office of any Department Executive
Committeeman, the Vice Committeeman shall serve until the next district convention, when a
successor shall be elected. When there is a vacancy in the office of any District Vice
Commander, the position of Vice Commander shall be filled by the District Executive
Committee and shall serve until the next District Convention when a successor shall be
elected. Action is to be taken within 30 days of this vacancy. In case of a vacancy in the office
of both District Commander and District Vice Commander in the same District, the
Department Commander shall appoint such officers to serve until the next district convention.

Section 6. The Department Executive Committee shall, at its first meeting following
the Department Convention, appoint a Department Finance Officer to serve for the term of
one fiscal year of the Department and until his successor is appointed, and he shall be
treasurer of the Department.

Section 7. The Department Executive Committee may, by a two-thirds vote, fix and
pay a salary or other compensation to any Department officers, official, or member of a
standing committee when in its judgment it is to the interest of the Department that same be
paid.



The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 4 Subject: NEC/ANEC on DEC
Submitted by: D6 Referred to:
(1) Constitution & Bylaws CMTE
(2) DEC

WHEREAS, The National Executive Committeeman and the Alternate National
Executive Committeeman are an important link between the National Executive
Committee and the Department Executive Committee; and

WHEREAS, There had always been an agreement that the National Executive
Committeeman and the Alternate National Executive Committeeman were seated at
Department Executive Committee meetings with voice and no vote; and

WHEREAS, For some reason that agreement was broken; and

WHEREAS, At the Department Executive Committee on January 8, 2020 in Kearney,
NE a motion was made seconded and passed to seat the National Executive
Committeeman and Alternate National Executive Committeeman at Department
Executive Committee Meetings with voice and no vote; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That the
National Executive Committeeman and Alternate National Executive
Committeeman shall have voice but no vote on the Department Executive
Committee; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That Article Vil Section 1 of the Department Constitution read “The
executive and administrative authority of the Department shall be vested in the
Department Executive Committee as herein otherwise provided. The Department
Executive Committee shall be composed of the Department Commander, the
three immediate Past Department Commanders, the Department Senior Vice
Commander, the Area Vice Commanders, the District Commanders, the National
Executive Committeeman, and the Alternate National Executive Committeeman.
All the aforementioned shall have voice and vote except the National Executive
Committeeman and Alternate National Executive Committeeman who shall have
voice only.”; and, be it finally



RESOLVED, That the last sentence of Article Il Section 1 of the Department
Bylaws be changed to read “With the exception of the Legislative Committee, the
Constitution and Bylaws Committee, and the Distinguished Guest Committee, no
member of the Department Executive Committee shall serve on a standing
committee.”



The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 5 Subject: Parliamentary Procedures
Submitted by: D11, D8 Referred to:
(1) Constitution and By-Laws
(2) DEC

WHEREAS, The American Legion is a Veterans' organization chartered by Congress in
which all members are equals; and

WHEREAS, The National American Legion, The Department of Nebraska, and all Posts
operate using their Constitution and By-Laws; and

WHEREAS, Decisions made at all of The American Legion meetings are by vote after
presentation and discussion by members present; and

WHEREAS, While The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, usually use Roberts
Rules of Order for Parliamentary Procedures, it is not referred to in the Department
Constitution and By-Laws; and

WHEREAS, Many Posts and Districts do not refer to a set of rules for Parliamentary
procedures; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That the
Constitution and By-Laws of The American Legion, Department of Nebraska be
amended by adding Article V, Section 6 “Roberts Rules of Order, as amended,
will be used for parliamentary procedures at all Department, Area, and District
meetings except when superseded by the current Department Constitution and
By-Laws“; and be it

Resolved, That all Districts within the Department of Nebraska will also amend
their Constitution and By-Laws, if necessary, to include “Roberts Rules of Order,
as amended, will be used for parliamentary procedures at all District meetings
except when superseded by current District Constitution and By-Laws”; and be it
further

Resolved, That all Posts within the Department of Nebraska be encouraged to
amend their Constitution and By-Laws, if necessary, to include “Roberts Rules of
Order, as amended, will be used for parliamentary procedures at all District
meetings except when superseded by current District Constitution and By-Laws*“.



The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 6 Subject: Room Rate & Mileage
Submitted by: D1 Referred to:

(1) Finance CMTE
(2) C&BL's CMTE

WHEREAS, There are different committees and Department officers, in the Department
of Nebraska American Legion; and

WHEREAS, They attend the Department Mid-Winter Conference and the Department
State Convention, and other functions for the Department of Nebraska American
Legion; and

WHEREAS, They are given 75% of their room rate and 30¢ a mile for their mileage,
when they attend their meetings; and

WHEREAS, The Prices of room have greatly increased, and the price of fuel is
unsteady, since the Department of Nebraska American Legion has set their rates; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That the
Department of Nebraska American Legion increase their rates to 100% for room
rates and 40¢ per mile for mileage.



The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 7 Subject: Succession Change
Submitted by: District 1 Referred to:
(1) DEC
(2) C&BL's CMTE

WHEREAS, The vacancy of the Senior Vice Commander has come under question and
confusion; and

WHEREAS, The seniority of the Area Commanders is also under question; and

WHEREAS, the vacancy of the Alternate National Executive Committeeman is also
under question; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the First District of Nebraska American Legion in Convention at Chadron,
Nebraska on April 10, 2021 approve the following changes to the Constitution of the Nebraska
American Legion and upon approval forward the changes to the DEC and the Constitution &By-
Law committee, at the Department Convention of the Nebraska American Legion in session at
the Lincoln Cornhusker Marriott, Lincoln, Nebraska, June 24, 25,26,and 27, 2021 as Follows,

Article VI
Department Officers

Section 4, 3" paragraph. At the first meeting following the Department Convention, the
Department Executive Committee shall designate the seniority of the Area Vice Commanders
beginning in 2021with the Area A Vice Commander and Continuing with Area B in 2022, Area C
in 2023, and Area D in 2024 following on a rotation basis and they shall in the order designated,
in the event of the death, resignation or permanent incapacity of the Department Commander
and / or the Department Senior Vice Commander, succeed to the office of Department
Commander, or in the event of the temporary absence, incapacity of disability of the
Department Commander and /or the Department Senior Vice Commander, the Area Vice
Commanders, in order designated shall assume and have the Department Commander’s
responsibilities, power and authority.

Section 5, Vacancies in all department offices occurring between Department Convention, shall
be filled by the Department Commander, subject to the approval of the Department Executive
Committee at its next meeting after such appointment provided (a) the vacancy in office of
Department Commander shall be supplied first by the Department Senior Vice Commander;
and secondly by the Area Vice Commanders in the order of their seniority (b) when the office of



the National Executive Committeeman becomes vacant, the Alternation National Executive
Committeeman shall become the National Executive Committeeman for the full unexpired term
and the Department Commander, with the approval of the Department Executive Committee,
shall appoint an Alternate National Executive Committeeman who has been a Department
commander, {c) when there is a vacancy in the office of any Department Executive
Committeeman, the Vice Committeeman shall serve until the next district convention, when a
successor shall be elected. When there is a vacancy in the office of any District Vice Commander
the position of Vice Commander shall be filled by the District Executive Committee and shall
serve until the next District Convention when a successor shall be elected. Action is to be taken
within 30 days of the vacancy. In case of a vacancy in the office of both District Commander and
District Vice Commander in the Same District, the Department Commander shall appoint such
officers to serve until the next district convention.



The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 8 Subject: Virtual Department Meetings
Submitted by: D4, D8, D11 Referred to:
(1) Constitution & Bylaws CMTE
(2) DEC

WHEREAS, Article VI, Section 2, of the Department Constitution says, “Meetings of the
Department Executive Committee shall be governed by the Department Bylaws.”; and

WHEREAS, Article Il, Section 1, of the Department Bylaws; state when the meetings
are to held but doesn't elaborate on the “how"; and

WHEREAS, COVID Virus demonstrated that there are rare occasions when the DEC is
unable to meet face-to-face and that alternative means of conducting business must be
addressed for future occurrences that may prevent face-to-face meetings; and

WHEREAS, Many avenues exist to conduct formal meetings electronically using an
array of webhosting platforms; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That
Article ll, Section 1, of the Department Bylaws be expanded from, “The
Department Executive Committee shall meet immediately upon adjournment of
the Department Convention; a second meeting shall be held prior to March 1, and
a third meeting immediately prior to the annual Department Convention.” to read,
“The Department Executive Committee shall meet immediately upon adjournment
of the Department Convention; a second meeting shall be held prior to March 1,
and a third meeting immediately prior to the annual Department Convention. In
most cases, meetings will be conducted in-person but on those rare occasions
when uncontrollable, catastrophic circumstances prevent in-person meetings, the
Department Commander is authorized to conduct the DEC meeting, or any other
committee meeting, electronically and all business of the Nebraska American
Legion can be administered provided the necessary quorum is present.”



The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 9 Subject: National Appointments
Submitted by: D4 Referred to:
(1) DEC

WHEREAS, Every appointment made at the Department level must be approved by the
Department Executive Committee; and

WHEREAS, National appointments to committee, commissions, and other boards on
the National arena are provided to the National Staff for consideration during each Fall
Meeting in October; and

WHEREAS, National appointments to committees, commissions, and other boards on
the National arena have been at the sole discretion of the National Executive
Committeeman without any input from the Department Executive Committee; and

WHEREAS, The Legionnaires serving in these highly touted and very limited National
positions are a direct reflection of this Department and should therefore be under the
same, if not greater, scrutiny than those Legionnaires seeking appointments at the
Department level; and

WHEREAS, The small circle around a single National Executive Committeeman creates
a perception that a National appointment is unattainable unless you are in that circle;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That the
National Executive Committeeman be required to advertise in the Nebraska
Legionnaire, each January issue, the National positions that are up for
reappointment in October due to resignation, death, expiration of term, transfer,
or other circumstance, so that Legionnaires throughout Nebraska have the
opportunity to apply; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the National Executive Committeeman provide a complete list of
all those that applied for a future National appointment, along with the
recommended appointments, at each Department Executive Committee meeting
during the annual Department convention; and, be it finally

RESOLVED, That the Department Executive Committee approve all
recommendations from the National Executive Committeeman for National
appointments before such appointment is forwarded to National.



The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 10 Subject: Area Commander Budget
Submitted by: D1 Referred to:
(1) DEC

(2) Membership CMTE

WHEREAS, The Nebraska American legion have Four Area Commanders, and they
take care of the Area Oratorical Contest within their Areas, and also promote
membership within the Nebraska American Legion and their Areas; and

WHEREAS, The Nebraska American Legion has a Membership committee of Four
members from each Area, and their main purpose is to promote membership, within the
state and their Area that they are from, and have a budget item of $10,000.00 a year
within their budget; and

WHEREAS, The only time you see, or hear from the Membership Committee is at the
Mid-Winter Conference and the Annual State Convention, giving out awards, and you
hardly ever hear from them about promoting membership within the Nebraska American
Legion, Except maybe putting a article in the Legionnaire, telling us how great we are
doing, They also have money, left over in their Budget every year that could be used to
promote Membership; and

WHEREAS, The Four Area Commanders are more likely to promote membership within
their Areas, and have more contact within their Areas, and they could also use their
Budget money, that allowed for them to promote membership; and

WHEREAS, The department of Nebraska American, has had a decline for the last six to
seven years, and it is time to change the trend and Promote membership within the
State, and with, National and Department, keeps raising the dues, it will be harder to
keep up the membership; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Nebraska American Legion, could utilize the
Membership Committee and let them put their budget money to work and get them out
in the field and promote the membership and maybe we can see a increase in
Membership, within the State, and whatever, money they spend of their budget, if it will
increase are membership, it is worth it, and with the help of the Four Area Commanders
to Promote Membership within their Areas, and it would be a cost savings to the
Department, and even if we try it for one year to see if it helps to increase the
membership, it would be worth the effort; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That
this Resolution be sent to, the Finance Committee, The DEC and the Membership
Committee for their Consideration and Approval, Assembeled at the State
Convention in Lincoln, NE on June 24,35, & 25, 27, 2021.



The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 11 Subject: Membership Budget
Submitted by: D1 Referred to:
(1) DEC

(2) Membership CMTE

WHEREAS, The Department of Nebraska, American Legion has a Department
Membership Committee, consisting of Four (4) members, One from each Area, and they
have an annual budget of $10,000.00 a year to promote membership, throughout the
year, but all they do with the money is to give out awards, to post that exceed their
goals, and always have excessive money left over in their budget, that they could be
using to promote membership. And they also rely on the direct Mailing List to do the job
of membership and it is just another tool to help them; and

WHEREAS, They have other programs set up in their committee, that helps them to
promote membership, but it looks like they could set up some type of programs, to help
with the membership, so we could see an increase, instead of a decline each year, why
do we even have a committee to promote membership, if the committee don’t what to
work on the membership, they should be replaced, with other members that would at
least try to promote membership, and the Department Commander and the Department
Sr. Vice Commander could also do some guidance on the committee to help them out;
and

WHEREAS, It's time to stop the decline in our Department of Nebraska, on
membership, and get some positive ideas and thinking and start to show an increase in
are membership, This Resolution is not intended to make the membership committee
mad, but to encourage them to show a little more interest in the membership program,
and to change the trend and start a showing of an increase in the membership of the
Department of Nebraska, American Legion; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That
Depart One American Legion in Convention in Chadron, NE on April 10, 2021, go
on record of support this Resolution, and that this resolution be sent to the DEC
and the Membership Committee for their consideration.
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The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION

Resolution No. 12 Subject: Refusal to Support #48 IndyCar
Team Endorsement

Submitted by: D3 Referred to:
(1) Finance Committee
(2) DEC

WHEREAS, The National Organization of The American Legion decided to sponsor the

v IndyCar team sponsorship for two (2) years at an astronomical cost, placing a

burden on all members to support his endeavor; and

WHEREAS, The National Organization of The American Legion has sponsored race
cars in the past that were less than a lucrative decision, which was futile at the best; and

WHEREAS, The membership was not allowed to vote on this two (w) year sponsorship
of the #48 IndyCar; and

WHEREAS, The Public Affairs Committee/Commission has overstepped its authority by
allowing this #48 IndyCar team sponsorship to be implemented without a vote of the
membership, the sponsorship should be dissolved; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That the
Department of Nebraska refuses to suppose the sponsorship in any way, of the
two (2) year endorsement of the #48 IndyCar team sponsorship by the National
Organization of The American Legion; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to the National Executive
Committee meeting of The American Legion, National Convention for the purpose
of withdrawing the National Organization’s sponsorship of the #48 IndyCar team
for membership promotion; and, be in finally

RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to the National Convention to be
held on August 30, 31, and September 1, in Phoenix, Arizona, for final approval to
dissolve the sponsorship.



The American Legion

Department of Nebraska
RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 13 Subject: Merchant Mariners
Submitted by: D3 Referred to:
(1) DEC

WHEREAS, U.S. Merchant Mariners were engaged in delivering two-thirds of the troops
and 95% of all supplies including ammunition, bombs and body bags under fire to
various ports in South Vietnam during the period of active warfare and they brought
home many of the veterans whose names are on the Wall.; and

WHEREAS, A number of U.S. Merchant Mariners lost their lives or were declared
Missing In Action and presumed dead due to 136 hostile enemy actions while engaged
in delivering and retrieving the troops and supplies to the various ports in South Vietham
during the period of active warfare; and

WHEREAS, The names of at least 56 U.S. Merchant Mariners are absent from The
Vietnam Memorial Wall; and

WHEREAS, Many of the U.S. Merchant Mariner casualties as a result of 136 enemy
actions had previously served as members of the U.S. Armed Forces; and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Merchant Marine Vietnam Service Medal (VSM) is a decoration
presented to U.S. Merchant Mariners to recognize service aboard vessels that
displayed the American flag while in Vietnam waters between July 4, 1965 - August 15,
1973 and many crew members were awarded The Merchant Marine Distinguished
Service Medal; and

WHEREAS, When a U.S. Merchant Marine vessel crossed into Vietham waters, the
crew became subjected to The Articles of Uniform Code of Military Justice and crew
members were given Navy grades and rank identification in case of capture; and

WHEREAS, Many U.S. Merchant Marine crew are reserve and or past military veterans;
and

WHEREAS, U.S. Merchant Marine vessels were damaged by hostile gunfire as they
navigated the rivers and seaports and two vessels were sunk in the Mekong river while
attempting to deliver to the port of Saigon; and

WHEREAS, U.S. Merchant Marines transport cargo and troops during times of peace
and serve as an accessory to the Navy and assist in delivering supplies and goods to
military operations during times of war; now therefore be it



RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That all
the crew members of the U.S. Merchant Marine killed and missing in action while
serving in Vietham be added to THE VIETNAM MEMORIALTHE WALL; and be it
finally

RESOLVED, That this Resolution be forwarded to the National Convention in
Phoenix, Arizona, on August 31, and September 1, 2, 2021, to be considered by
the Convention Body for adoption.



The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 14 Subject: Post 500 Dues Increase
Submitted by: D7 Referred to:
(1) Finance Committee
(2) DEC

WHEREAS, The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, Constitution state in Article
Xll, Section 2, “The annual Department dues shall be sixteen dollars and fifty cents per
member, with thirty-five cents per member being returned to each District as District
dues effective January 1, 2018."; and

WHEREAS, Post 500 dues are currently fifty dollars; and

WHEREAS, Post 500 have traditionally been higher than any local post so that local
posts were able to use the cost difference as an incentive to transfer Post 500 members
to the local post; and

WHEREAS, Nebraska Post 500 has a membership of approximately 300 Legionnaires;
and

WHEREAS, Wausa Post dues are now sixty dollars so there is no incentive for
members of Post 500 to transfer into Wausa Post; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That the
Department raise dues for Post 500 effective January 1, 2022 to sixty-five dollars.



The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 15 Subject: Post 500 Dues Increase
Submitted by: D11 Referred to:
(1) Finance Committee
(2) DEC

WHEREAS, The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, Constitution state in Article
XIl, Section 2, “The annual Department dues shall be sixteen dollars and fifty cents per
member, with thirty-five cents per member being returned to each District as District
dues effective January 1, 2018."; and

WHEREAS, Post 500 dues are currently fifty dollars; and

WHEREAS, Post 500 have traditionally been higher than any local post so that local
posts were able to use the cost difference as an incentive to transfer Post 500 members
to the local post; and

WHEREAS, Nebraska Post 500 has a membership of approximately 300 Legionnaires;
and

WHEREAS, Wausa Post dues are now sixty dollars so there is no incentive for
members of Post 500 to transfer into Wausa Post; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That the
Department raise dues for Post 500 effective January 1, 2022 to seventy-five
dollars.



The American Legion

Department of Nebraska

Resolution No. 16

Submitted by: Nebraska SAL

RESOLUTION

Subject. SAL Per Capita Dues
Increase

Referred to:
(1) DEC
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Detachment Headquarters, Sons of The American Legion
DETACHMENT CONVENTION ASSEMBLED JUNE 24 & 27, 2021 at Lincoln, Nebraska

No: DC3-21__ Title: Per Capita Membership Dues Increase

WHEREAS, Since the inception of the Detachment of Nebraska, the principle mission of the
Sons of The American Legion has been to support the needs, programs and legacy of the parent

organization, The American Legion; and

WHEREAS, Over the past many years, as the Sons of The American Legion has grown in
both membership and scope of services supported, the structure and administrative requirements have

increased; and

WHEREAS, The Sons of The American Legion, Detachment of Nebraska, provides financial
support to both State and National programs, Children and Youth and scholarships; and
WHEREAS, To ensure continued financial support is able to be sustained through the service

and support which the organization provides; and

WHEREAS, The Sons of The American Legion, Detachment of Nebraska, has not raised

dues since January 1, 2009; and

WHEREAS, The current disbursement of annual dues is $2.50 to Nebraska Sons, $3.50 to
Department of Nebraska for administrative cost, and $2,00 to National; and

WHEREAS, The National Sons of The American Legion approved an increase of dues
starting with the 2021 membership year to $5.00 per member as of June 1, 2020 which placed a
financial burden on the Detachment since the fifty cents surplus was being absorbed by the
Detachment for each paid membership; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, By the Sons of The American Legion, Detachment of Nebraska, in regular
convention, assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska on June 24 - 27, 2021. That the per capita
membership dues be increased from $8.00 to $15.00 beginning August 1, 2021, to cover
Detachment ($6.50), Department ($3.50) and National ($5.00) per capita dues.

TO BE FILLED IN BY RESOLUTIONS
CHAIRMAN

Approval Recommended:
Rejection Recommended:
Referral to:

Other Action:

Signature of Resolutions Chairman:

SUBMITTED BY: Jaxold € Fhompsen Jx.
Nexfolk Sq.76

Chairman

Committee (or Detachment)
RECEIVED BY:

Seth Rippe. Detachment Adjutant




The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 17 Subject; SAL Dues Increase
Submitted by: D1 Referred to:
(1) DEC

WHEREAS, The National SAL is wanting $5.00 dues increase this year, and the
Department of Nebraska SAL wants a $2.00 dues increase, making a total of a $7.00
Dues increase for all members of the SAL in Nebraska; and

WHEREAS, This is quite a sizeable number of dues increase, for the SAL, all at one
time, and where the Department of Nebraska SAL, raised their dues about 4 years ago,
and they also have increased their membership and quite a bit in the last two years,
helping to increase their finances and have made some good investments in the stock
markets; and

WHEREAS, The Department of Nebraska SAL, is financially in good shape, as they
have made some exceptionally good investments and financials are in good condition
and should not need dues increase at this time; and

WHEREAS, | would go with the National dues increase this of $5.00 and look down the
road at a due increase for the Department SAL, at a later date, this way we will still
retain are membership and keep all are finances in place; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That District One Sal in Chadron, NE. on April 10, 2021 go on record
of supporting this resolution.



The American Legion

Department of Nebraska
RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 18 Subject: Voter Identification
Submitted by: D11 Referred to:
(1) DEC

WHEREAS, An election is a formal and organized process by which voters make known
their desired candidate for office or personal stance on any given matter on a ballot in
their community, state and nation; and

WHEREAS, 35 states have laws requesting or requiring voters to show some form of
identification at the polls according to the National Conference of State Legislatures;
and

WHEREAS, In some states, if a voter does not have the necessary identification they
are still permitted to cast a provisional vote but the vote won't count unless the voter
returns within the designated time with proper identification; and

WHEREAS, The provisional voting as described in the previous paragraph was upheld
by a Supreme Court decision in Crawford v. Marion County; and

WHEREAS, Photo ldentification cards, like drivers’ licenses and/or hunting and fishing
permits can be obtained in all states for little cost with the proper documents showing
proof of citizenship; and

WHEREAS, Proof of identify is required for the purchase of alcohol and cigarettes,
opening a bank account, applying for food stamps, welfare, Medicaid/Social Security,
unemployment benefits, employment, buying or renting a home, driving, buying and
renting a car, getting on an airplane, getting married, purchasing a gun, adopting a pet,
renting a hotel room, buying a cell phone, visiting a casino, picking up a prescription and
certain cold medicines, buying a “M" rated video game but currently not for voting; and

WHEREAS, In its latest report of December 2019, the Department of Homeland
Security estimates there are 12 million illegal aliens residing in the United States which,
if voting, could easily sway a vote and taint an election; and

WHEREAS, the 2020 National election showed just how election fraud can be without
proper controls in place to verify proper eligibility to cast a legal vote; and



WHEREAS, Enacting positive identification at the polls will prevent in-person voter
impersonation and increase public confidence in the American election process; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That the
American Legion take an affirmative position regarding Voter Identification and
that it promote the passing of laws to enact strict Voter Identification nationally to
ensure every ballot cast in the United States is done by a properly identified
citizen of these United States; and, be it finally

RESOLVED, That this Resolution be forwarded to the National Convention in
Phoenix, Arizona, on August 31, and September 1, 2, 2021, to be considered by
the Convention Body for adoption.



The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 19 Subject: Voter Identification
Submitted by: D4, D7, D8 Referred to:
(1) DEC

WHEREAS, An election is a formal and organized process by which voters make known
their desired candidate for office or personal stance on any given matter on a ballot in
their community, state and nation; and

WHEREAS, 35 states have laws requesting or requiring voters to show some form of
identification at the polls according to the National Conference of State Legislatures;
and

WHEREAS, In some states, if a voter does not have the necessary identification they
are still permitted to cast a provisional vote but the vote won’t count unless the voter
returns within the designated time with proper identification; and

WHEREAS, The provisional voting as described in the previous paragraph was upheld
by a Supreme Court decision in Crawford v. Marion County; and

WHEREAS, Photo Identification cards, like drivers’ licenses and/or hunting and fishing
permits can be obtained in all states for little cost with the proper documents showing
proof of citizenship; and

WHEREAS, Proof of identify is required for the purchase of alcohol and cigarettes,
opening a bank account, applying for food stamps, welfare, Medicaid/Social Security,
unemployment benefits, employment, buying or renting a home, driving, buying and
renting a car, getting on an airplane, getting married, purchasing a gun, adopting a pet,
renting a hotel room, buying a cell phone, visiting a casino, picking up a prescription and
certain cold medicines, buying a “M” rated video game but currently not for voting; and

WHEREAS, In its latest report of December 2019, the Department of Homeland
Security estimates there are 12 million illegal aliens residing in the United States which,
if voting, could easily sway a vote and taint an election; and

WHEREAS, the 2020 National election showed just how rampant election fraud can be
without proper controls in place to verify proper eligibility to cast a legal vote; and



WHEREAS, Enacting positive identification at the polls will prevent in-person voter
impersonation and increase public confidence in the American election process; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That the
American Legion take an affirmative position regarding Voter Identification and
that it promote the passing of laws to enact strict Voter Identification nationally to
ensure every ballot cast in the United States is done by a properly identified
citizen of these United States; and, be it finally

RESOLVED, That this Resolution be forwarded to the National Convention in
Phoenix, Arizona, on August 31, and September 1, 2, 2021, to be considered by
the Convention Body for adoption.



The American Legion
Department of Nebraska

RESOLUTION
Resolution No. 20 Subject: Officer Succession
Submitted by: D2 Referred to:
(1) DEC

WHEREAS, The vacancy of the Senior Vice Commander has come under question and
confusion; and

WHEREAS, The seniority of the Area Commanders is also under question; and

WHEREAS, The vacancy of the Alternate National Executive Committeeman is also
under question, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, in regular
convention assembled in Lincoln, Nebraska, on June 24, 25, 26, 27, 2021, That
Article VI of the Constitution of The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, be
amended to read as appended hereto; and be it finally,

Article VI Department Officers

Sedion 4, 3" paragraph. Atthe first meeting following the Department Convention, the
Department Executive Committee shall designate the seniority of the Area Vice
Commanders, commencing in 2021 with,the Area A Vice Commander and continuing
annually inan alphabetic ascending rotation and they shallin the order designated, in the
event of the death, resignation or permanent incapacity of the Department Commander
and/ or the Department Senior Vice Commander, succeed to the office of Department
Commander, or in the event of the temporary absence, incapacity of disability of the
Department Commander and/or the Department Senior Vice Commander, the Area Vice
Commanders, inorder designated shall assume and have the Department Commander's
responsibilities, power and authority.

Section 5. Vacancies in all Department offices occurring between Department
Convention, shall befilled by the Department Commander, subject to the approval of the
Department Executive Committee atits next meeting after such appointment provided (a)
the vacancy in the office of Department Commander shall be supplied first by the
Department Senior Vice Commander; and secondly by the Area Vice Commanders inthe
order of their seniority (b)when the office of the National Executive Committeeman
becomes vacant, the Alternate National Executive Committeeman shall become the
National Executive Committeeman for the full unexpired term and the Department
Commander, withthe approval ofthe Department Executive Committee, shallappointan
Alternate National Executive Committeeman, (c) when there isa vacancy inthe office of
any Department Executive Committeeman, the Vice Committeeman shall serve untilthe
next district convention, when a successor shall be elected. When there isa vacancy in
the office of any District Vice Commander the position of Vice Commander shall be filled



by the District Executive Committee and shall serve until the next District Convention
when a successor shall be elected. Action is to be taken within 30 days of this vacancy. In
case of avacancy in the office of both District Commander and District Vice Commanderin
the same District, the Department Commander shall appoint such officers to serve until the
next district convention.
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