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Wreaths Across America

With everything going on in the world this year, Posts across the state are still finding ways to help out and
give back in their local communities and work the American Legion mission. Each December Posts across the
Nation participate in the Wreaths Across America (WAA) program at their local cemeteries to place wreaths on
the graves of our nation’s heroes. WAA was started in 1992 when Worcester Wreath had a surplus of wreaths
at the end of the holiday season. The company’s owner, Morrill Worcester, remembered back to a trip that he
had won when he was 12 years old and had visited Arlington National Cemetery while in Washington D.C. He
knew exactly what he wanted to do with the wreaths and he contacted Maine Senator Olympia Snowe to make
arrangements to place the wreaths at Arlington National Cemetery in one of the older sections of the cemetery.
Volunteers from the local American Legion and VFW Posts helped decorate each wreath and hand tied a red
bow and helped place the wreaths at the cemetery.
This annual event continued for over a decade on a small scale until photos were posted on social media. In
2007 Worcester formed a 501©3 organization to continue to support the mission of the organization and expand
its efforts. This past year over 1 million wreaths were laid at over 1,000 locations all over the United States.
Nebraska currently has ten locations that sponsor a wreath laying ceremony each year and on December 14,
wreaths were placed on over a thousand veteran’s graves throughout the state.
Elwood Post 290 American Legion Family has been a part of WAA for 10 years in the small town with
a population of 700. Unit 290 member Stephanie Zerr is serving as the WAA location coordinator and is the
husband of Post 290 Commander Paul Zerr. The Legion Family raised funds to place wreaths at Elwood
Cemetery and two smaller rural cemeteries – Salem Lutheran East and Salem Lutheran West in Gosper County.
The post also will lay a wreath at the Gosper County Courthouse, where there is a memorial to local KIA from several wars. Their wreath laying is pictured left.
The Post sold the highest number of wreaths in its history and the post held a ceremony prior to the wreath laying that included a color guard, patriot guard and
honor guard, as well as other members of Post 290’s Legion Family. Department of Nebraska District 9 Commander Dennis Kennedy was the guest speaker. Proper
safety precautions were taken, but the Post decided it was important the tradition remained because of the importance of WAA’s mission of remembering our fallen,
honoring our living veterans and teaching our youth about the cost and value of freedom.
Beaver City Post 28 also conducted a WAA ceremony at Mount Hope Cemetery, and they placed 40 wreaths there. It is the first year Post 28 has taken part in the
effort. “I urge all American Legion Family organizations to get involved,” Post 28 Commander Don Nitzel said.
Wreaths Across America continues to show the world how important it is to remember, honor, and teach the American people about the sacrifice of our veterans.
A big thank you to everyone who helped with the wreath laying ceremonies this year and honored the service of our veterans.

District Convention Reminders

2021 Mid-Year Conference

District Conventions will kick off in February and this is a reminder of the
importance of these meetings. These conventions are where business is conducted
for your District, new officers are elected, resolutions are voted on, and where
Post members are able to hear what other Posts are doing.
A convention call will be sent to each Post Adjutant and Commander in the
February Newsletter and it should be shared at the next regular meeting with all
Post members. Conventions are for all Legionnaires - not just those selected as
voting delegates. A delegate from each Post should be present so that a quorum is
achieved. If less than 50% of Posts in the District are in attendance, no business
can be conducted. It is vitally important for your District to have a quorum and to
have people to run for the District offices. The dates for the District Conventions
are listed on page 7. Contact Adjutant Dave with questions.

The 2021 Mid-Year Conference will be held January 15 - 17, 2021 at the
Ramada Inn in Columbus. The room rate is $99.95 a night and breakfast is
included with the rooms.
Headquarters asks everyone to bring canned goods with them to Mid-Year
when they register. These goods will be donated to the veteans at the Victory Park
Apartments at the Lincoln VA.
A draft agenda was in the December newspaper. If you would like more
information or have questions, please contact Adjutant Salak at Department
Headquarters.
The Ramada Inn is located at 265 33rd Avenue in Columbus. Call 402-5641492 for reservations. Make your reservations soon.

Make Your Reservations Now
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Commander’s Corner
Gary Wooten
Department Commander

Happy New Year
As I write this I think of 2020 and find that I am
certainly looking forward to 2021!! First, I want to
wish all of you a HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW
YEAR. Although 2020 seemed to pass very quickly,
I can honestly say the year also seemed to drag on
forever. We, all of us, have been through a terrible
year for our country, our families, and for ourselves.
A terrible disease set loose on the world resulting the
loss of so many loved ones, the economic hardships,
a country in turmoil, and a strange and unbelievable
election. So yes, I look forward to this new year with
hope for us all, the sure knowledge that our country will survive, and prayer that God will still
shine his light on us.
Thanks to all our American Legion Family for what you have done this last year. Hopefully
you will continue to visit with and stay in contact with your comrades during this year. Remember,
to check with your buddies on a regular basis, just to see how they are doing and also to find out
what kind of help they might need. I know from experience that all of them really do appreciate
your visits and buddy checks. We all need to keep in mind that isolation can be a terrible result
of this pandemic. Remember to practice safe practices when you carry out your visits and keep
yourself safe.
Also, thanks for all your donations to our Gifts for Yanks program, one of my Commander
charities. Remember, all the money raised goes to our veterans within Nebraska as well as those
in the Hot Springs and Wyoming facilities. Our American Legion Family does all we can to make
sure these veterans and spouses know that we remember them, especially during the holiday
season. This last year we could not participate, but our gifts and best wishes were still provided to
every veteran and spouse in VA and Nebraska VA facilities. I ask that all you Legionnaires thank
your American Legion Auxiliary members, since they manage the program for us. I also ask that
you all continue to give as you can to this very worthwhile program.
In June we will be electing Department Officers. We have several offices with at least two
candidates. I ask that you all take every opportunity to talk to these candidates and consider them
as leaders of your Department. Remember, voting at Department Convention occurs by county,
so plan on attending and making your choices known. Lastly, my thanks to all the candidates for
volunteering their time and energy to run and to serve us all.
I look forward to seeing you in the coming months at our Department Mid-Year Conference,
and also at the upcoming District Conventions. Please be safe. Thanks to all of you for your
continued selfless service to our veterans, our communities, our states, and our country!
For God and Country.
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“2019 and Beyond”

Chaplain’s Corner
Dr. William Jackson, Jr.
Department Chaplain
So…what’s been happening in your neck of the woods since the onslaught of this infamous
Covid-19 Pandemic? Me? Well…thinking about you & how I may get the ball rolling again to let
your fellow Nebraska Legionnaires know what you and yours have been doing to wade through
this quagmire of isolation and faith. Here it is, how about you in your District & Post let me have
a summation of your success at enduring this unbelievable circumstance? You know what your
family has done, your kids’ education at home or in
school, and/or any not-so-good acknowledgements of
loss and suffering (i.e., as you may feel comfortable
revealing those hurtful details). Help me to help all of
us get through this trial of faith for those who love the
Lord by sharing your experiences. 		
“…Something there is…that doesn’t love a
wall…” once quoted a well-known American bard.
In today’s America, our wall is the isolation of morals
& ethics from daily living as expressed by Christians.
It gives everyone a “free hand” for Intersectionality
(i.e., individualism replacing nationalism) versus our
national moto, E pluribus unum, Latin for “out of
many, one.” What to do? What to do? I’m taking the high road with the Lord to continue watching
and praying for America, in spite of those adherents to folly and foolishness. How about you?
Ask the Chaplain
Please feel free to contact me about any concern with Scripture or your walk with the Lord.
This publication stays away from sociopolitical issues, but we accept your Bible concerns with
open arms.
Email: wcjdoc@gmail.com
Phone: 402-613-9774 (leave a message)
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It’s History
Jennifer Salak
Department Historian

American Legion Department of Nebraska History Word Search

Directions: Search up, down, forward, backward, and on the diagonal to find the bolded, underlined
words described below.
January/February 1976 (45 years ago)
• Paul Weeder, member of ROTHERHAM Post 261, signed 13 PERMANENT memberships
in one evening at the Platte County Convention in Lindsay.
• Legion Posts and Auxiliary Units from the Omaha area presented 18 television sets to the VA
Hospital for the GIFTS for YANKS program.
• Department Commander BINDER presented a check for $3,000 to National Commander
Wiles on behalf of the department for the cancer fund drive.
•
HALLIGAN Post 163 presented a check for $4,000 during the Mid-Year Conference in
Columbus to be used at the Western Nebraska Veterans Home in Scottsbluff.
• Bill LERNER, member of North Platte Post 163, has signed up 1,500 Legion members over
the past 18 years.
January/February 1985 (36 years ago)
• LEBANON Post 313 endorses the candidacy of Mike HELM for the office of Senior Vice
Commander.
• Legion Post 3 Commander Bob Eberly and Club Manager Bob Logsdon shave off Legionnaire
Bob Taylor’s beard to raise money for the Nebraska KIDNEY Foundation. Over $1,300 was
raised for the foundation.
January/February 1995 (26 years ago)
• The following candidates have been endorsed: Joe Blome of FREMONT (Sr. Vice Cmdr);
Donald Huelle of Omaha (Area A Vice Cmdr); Mike Landkamer of Columbus (Area B Vice
Cmdr); and Jack Bruns of Sidney (Area D Vice Cmdr).
• LEXINGTON Post 111 helped sponsor the U.S. NAVY Ceremonial Guard Drill Team from
Washington DC as it toured Nebraska. Stops included Offutt AFB, Nebraska Vets Home and Vets
Hospital in Grand Island and several schools.
• Nearly 250 Legionnaires attended the 63rd Annual Mid-Year Conference in COLUMBUS.
National Commander Daniel Ludwig of Minnesota was the special guest speaker.

New Media Specialist Lauren Delahunty
The Headquarters Staff would like your help in
welcoming our newest employee, Lauren Delahunty.
Lauren will be filling the role of Media specialist and
is excited to get started. She is working with Amanda to
become familiar with our newspaper, social media, and
all other aspects of her role within The American Legion.
Lauren and her husband, Chris, live in Lincoln with
their five-month-old son August. They are pet lovers
and enjoy creating art and cooking together. Lauren’s
grandfathers and uncle served in different branches of the
military.
When you run into her, please send her a ‘thanks’ for
all she is doing for the American Legion and its family.

POW/MIA

Donald E. Nelsen
POW/MIA Liaison
"Right- Wrong- Indifferent- Do Not Know”

The most recent information found on our POW/MIA's is that
81,900 veterans of WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the Cold War, and
Gulf Wars are still missing and unaccounted for. With countries
around the world having to deal with Covid-19, we have heard
barely anything on our POW's and MIA's.
I want to visit about POW/MIA bracelets. On the internet
under POW/MIA bracelets you will find an article by Carol Bates
Brown. POW/MIA bracelets were the idea of two college girlsKay Hunter and
Carol
Bates
Brown in the
late 1960's, and
the now defunct
organization
Voices
in
Vital America
(VIVA).
The purpose
was and is, to increase public awareness about the plight of
Americans still missing and unaccounted for from the Vietnam
war. Veterans Day 1970 was the beginning of the bracelet
program. In all VIVA distributed nearly five million bracelets,
raising enough money to produce millions of bumper stickers,
buttons, brochures, matchbooks, and newspaper ads to draw
attention to the missing men and women.
In 1976 VIVA closed its doors. The American public were
tired of hearing about Vietnam and showed little interest in the
POW/MIA issue.
This matters to me. Although I am not a combat veteran, I
trained many veterans before they were deployed to Vietnam.
Some came back whole, some came back wounded, and some
came back in body bags. They were all important to me.
In 1969 I remember spending nearly four days getting
discharged from the Army in New Jersey. Attending meeting
after meeting with the brass telling you "Not to touch the civilians
no matter what they say or do." That if you did respond, they
would return you to the Army and all other unpleasant things
they could threaten you with.
After entering the Philadelphia Airport for my flight home:
I was shoved- spit on- called every nasty name in the world, on
and on. Yes, it still makes me furious! As I knew every action
was meant for every man I trained too.
Politics aside, but who in the news media can we trust? It
looks to me that we have a very rough and rocky road ahead of
us. It should be stated that these are my own thoughts and views.
(Every article I do is what I call my last or next to last).
Now our military, that used to be about half our population in
WWII, is less than 1% and they need our support.
We are thankful that our military is being slowly pulled out
of the wars we have been drawn into over the last twenty years.
We owe it to them to do all we can to make this a better world
in which to live.
The Ohio Chapter MIA/POW has POW/MIA bracelets you
can order for $15.00.
Ohio Chapter MIA/POW
PO Box 14853 - Columbus OH 43214
Phone 614-451-2405

S.A.L. Notes

Straight Talk

Robert Neel
Detachment Commander

Levi Bennett
Department Service Officer

Frist, I want to thank The American Legion family for allowing me the opportunity to serve as
the Department Service Officer. My goals for future articles will be to provide timely information
on what is going on with regard to veteran benefits, news both locally and nationally surrounding
access to veteran benefits and to address questions pertinent to serving and honoring veterans and
their families. I thought it important for my first contribution to the Legionnaire, that I should
introduce myself and provide a little historical context of my background and who I am.
I’m a lifelong Nebraskan with exception to my years of military service to our great Nation I
have always lived in Nebraska. I grew up in central Nebraska, spending much of my youth around
cattle, hay and tractors. If any of you know where the Dannevirke Cemetery is, that is how the
Marine Recruiter located my house, as our home sat in the same quarter as the cemetery. By the
time I reached high school I knew I wanted to serve my country as both my father (Army) and
grandfather (Army Air Corps and Air Force) had done so with honor. I looked into pursuing a
Criminal Justice degree at Kearney State first; however, I decided to enlist straight out of high
school, leaving for basic two weeks after graduation. I served in the Marines for four years and
three months (earned a hash mark for a short contract extension due to Desert Storm), I served
both at barracks duty in Atusgi NAF, Japan and then in the infantry with Golf Company 2/9, 3rd
platoon. I returned to Nebraska upon my release from active duty and began where I left off on the
ranch with purchasing cattle to build my herd and working construction on the side.
My wife Christina and I were married in 1995, in Paplin, Nebraska at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Church (another place difficult to find on the map). We are the proud parents of two children, our
son Cy and daughter Justice. In addition, our family has now grown to include a daughter-in-law,
Jerilyn and two grandchildren, Tito and Niko. I’m an alumnus of both Doane College (Undergrad
Degree) and Doane University (Master’s Degree), for which I was able to use veteran benefits to
obtain. Prior to becoming the Nebraska Department of Veterans’ Affairs (NDVA) State Service
Office Manager, I worked for the Nebraska Department of Correction Services for over twenty
years. It was my career in corrections, the working with veterans both inside the system and
around our great State that led me to seek a more fulfilling way to serve veterans daily. In 2018,
I made the decision to make a change to my public service career by becoming a State Veteran
Service Officer and serving of veterans and their families fulltime. The fulfillment of this career
decision to become a Veteran Service Officer is only second to that of asking for Christina’s hand
in marriage, and her saying yes. Over the last two years I have been busy learning how to be an
effective Veteran Service Officer, completing VA TRIP training, attending National VSO trainings,
and learning from seasoned Veteran Service Officers across the state and nationally.
I feel it is an honor and privilege to serve as the DSO and I am looking forward serving veterans
and family members of the Nebraska American Legion community for many years to come.

Newman Grove Post 73
constructed a new veterans
memorial project in their
community. They were able
to raise all of the funds
for the project through
community donations. The
memorial was dedicated
on Veteran’s Day with
District 2 Commander
Dave Merrick being the
guest speaker.

Hello Sons,
Our upcoming Mid-Year Conference is still scheduled at
this time at Columbus - January 15-17, 2021 at the Ramada
Inn. Training will be our priority. Please
come with your Committee Chairman
reports prepared in print. Sons
Chairmen contact your respective
Legion Department Chairman to
find out when and where their
meeting is being held at MidYear and please attend as you
will report at our Sons meeting.
Do this today.
Our greatest focus is bringing
in ideas, facts and figures of what
fundraising events have worked across
the state and see whether other Squadrons can
implement
as well. But before all of this can happen, we need to ensure
that the Department and National organizations have all current
contact information for Squadron Commanders, Adjutants and
their respective Legion Liaison. We are delinquent in keeping
these records updated and now is the time we make the changes
and then continue to do so each year, preferably in July.
Post Commanders, Adjutants and Legion Liaisons will be
receiving letters or emails from Detachment DEC members
to get this information updated, if you have not already been
contacted. The Sons is a program of The American Legion. Your
local Post sponsors your Sons, and it is the Post’s responsibility to
ensure all contact information is kept updated on all levels of the
organization. If this cannot be done or there is an unwillingness
to put effort behind this then you will be asked to turn in your
respective Squadron Charters to the Detachment no later than
Mid-Year Conference January 15-17, 2021.
Posts/Squadrons have had six to seven months running
where no action has been taken on the local level and it is
time, we either take the necessary action or turn in the Charter.
This is now once again in local hands and demands immediate
attention and response. Remember we are the Proud Processors
of a Priceless Heritage; do not let that heritage fade away. We
are talking about 35 Posts and Squadrons that will be contacted
throughout the Department. These are the delinquent Squadrons:
Omaha 1, Tecumseh 2, Nebraska City 8, Hemingford 9,
Fremont 20, Omaha 30, Papillion 32, Callaway 59, Holdrege
66, Falls City 102, Hickman 105, St. Paul 119, Scribner 121,
Mitchell 124, David City 125, Arnold 130, Plainview 148,
Fullerton 151, North Platte 163, Pawnee City 168, Campbell
169, Ewing 214, Adams 221, Cortland 253, Eustis 257, Yutan
262, Colon 265, Kenesaw 268, Madrid 271, Maywood 272,
Shelton 297, South Omaha 331, Petersburg 334, Louisville 353,
and Ralston 373.
District Commanders please lend a helping hand to these
Posts/Squadrons so we can keep them all onboard.
National Commander Clint Bolt, Midwest Region Vice
Commander Chris Cook, and I wish for all a great year in
2021. Teamwork is of the utmost importance in maintaining our
Legion Family organization.

Candidate Announcements
James (Jim) Costello - Alternate NEC

Don Suchy - Senior Vice Commander

Jim Costello has announced his candidacy for Nebraska’s
National Alternate Executive Committeeman. He has been a
member of Martin-Graves Post 339 in Bellevue since 1988.
He earned his eligibility for The American Legion by serving
in the Air Force from 1970 to 1974 as an Ear, Nose & Throat
Surgical Tech.
Jim has served The American Legion as Post Commander,
County Commander, District Commander, Area A Vice
Commander, Department Vice Commander, and Department
Commander (2017-18). He is a past committee member for
the Children & Youth Committee and was on the National
Children & Youth Committee as a consultant. He is also a member of the Sarpy County Veterans
Council.
Jim was the recipient of Department of Nebraska’s Cody-Kerr Award and was named Person of
the Year in 2014 for the City of Bellevue for his work with homeless and needy veterans and their
families; which he continues to work with today.
His wife, Jeanie, and him live in Bellevue. Jeanie also served in the Air Force and is a member
of Bellevue Post 339.
Jim is a proven leader with a wealth of knowledge of the programs and goals of The American
Legion.
Jim is asking for you support and vote for Nebraska’s Alternate National Executive Committee.

Don Suchy, longtime
leader in Nebraska American
Legion activities has been
endorsed by Valparaiso
Post 371, Saunders County,
and District 7 for the office
of Department Senior Vice
Commander.
Don is a Vietnam Era
Veteran. He joined the
Dwight American Legion
Post 110 in September 1968 and is presently a 35-year permanent
member of Post 371. Don is a charter member of the Valparaiso
SAL Squadron with 21 years membership, and served as
adjutant, as well as Children and Youth Committee Chairman
for 12 years.
Suchy has served on many committees at the Post, county,
district, and state levels of The American Legion, including Post
Vice Commander, Post Commander 8 years, Post Finance Officer
at present, Saunders County Commander and Vice Commander,
Saunders County Finance Officer, District 7 Commander and
Vice Commander, and has served as District 7 Finance Officer
for 23 years.
He has also been Department Children and Youth Chairman
for 24 years, Junior Shooting Sports Chairman for four years,
and has been a counselor for Cornhusker Boys’ State for 19
years. Nationally, he has been a Children and Youth Commission
member for 16 years, National Vice Chairman of Children and
Youth, three years, served on the Child Welfare Foundation
Board of Directors for four years. He was Aide to National
Commander Michael Helm, 2014-15.
Suchy is a retired member of the Raymond, Nebraska
Volunteer Fire Department with 25 years of service. He served
as fire chief, training officer, scuba diver, search and rescue.
He also served his community on the Raymond Town Board
for eight years. Don retired from Goodyear Tire and Rubber
Company with 32 years of service.
Don and his wife, Marge, were married February 12, 1972.
They have two children; daughter Jennifer and son-in-law
Matthew Mosser of Omaha, and son Kyle and daughter-inlaw Maggie of Valparaiso; and four grandsons, Max and Dane
Mosser, Wyatt and Chance Suchy.
Suchy is retired and has extra time to fulfill the high office of
Senior Vice Commander and would appreciate your vote.

Doug Frahm - Department Commander
Doug Frahm is a candidate for the high office of Department
Commander with the full support of his Post, District and most
importantly his wife, Mary. Doug and Mary live in the small
town of Amelia where he manages the family ranch for his
mother. Doug also serves as a Holt County Supervisor, Boyd/
Holt 911 Board member and Central Nebraska Community
Action Partnership Board member.
Doug is a Vietnam veteran having served in the USAF and
ANG for a total of 26 ½ years. After retiring in 2005, he joined
The American Legion and has been a continuous member for
15 years. Doug is also a member of the Chambers Post 320 Sons Squadron. Doug has served as
Chambers Post Commander for the past 15 years. Other offices he has held include Holt County
Commander, District 2 Commander and Area B Vice Commander for 2 terms. He has attended
all Department Conventions and Mid-Year Conventions since 2008, serving on the Department
Executive Committee for 5 years. Doug has also been a Department of Nebraska delegate to
National Convention for the past 3 years and has served on the National Security Council as a
delegate. At the Department Convention in 2017 he was appointed as the Junior Shooting Sports
Program Liaison and has joined the National Junior Shooting Sports staff. Doug also attended
the National American Legion College and is a graduate of the class of 2017. During his term as
District 2 Commander Doug received the Districts 2017 Hard Charger Award and has recently
received the Districts 2020 Citizenship Award.
Doug’s goal is to work closely with the entire Department of Nebraska American Legion
Family. Doug knows that our strength comes from our membership in the Legion, the Auxiliary,
the Sons of The American Legion, and the Legion Riders. He also believes that the programs we
support, and sponsor, are what makes us a force in our communities, state and nation.
Doug will work closely with the Department Staff and the entire American Legion Family to
make a difference and to ensure our future.
Doug asks for your support and your vote for Department Commander. Thank you

Daryl Harrison - Department Commander
A 27-year permanent member of The American
Legion, Harrison has been endorsed by Beemer Post 159
and Cuming County American Legion. Daryl has served
in multiple leadership roles from being Post Adjutant
to presently serving as Area A Vice Commander. He has
served District 3 as Vice Commander and Commander.
Daryl presently serves District 3 as Activities
Commander in which he is the coordinator for the Boys
State, Junior Law Cadet and Oratorical programs within
the district. He also serves in the leadership of the Beemer
Chapter of The American Legion Riders.
Harrison’s eligibility as a member comes from his service to our country as a member of the
United States Air Force during the Vietnam War. Using the GI Bill, Daryl holds a bachelor’s
degree from the University of Nebraska, Master’s and Specialist’s Degrees from Wayne State
College in Education Leadership.
He attended New York State’s American Legion College. Daryl was instrumental in writing a
resolution so that Vietnam Veterans could attend the National American Legion College. Vietnam
Veterans can now attend the National American Legion College which Daryl is scheduled to
attend in March.
Harrison serves as President of the Nebraska Medal of Honor Foundation and has been very
instrumental in honoring those Nebraskans who have received the Congressional Medal of Honor.
He doubled down on American Legion National Commander James W. (Bill) Oxford’s 100
Miles for Hope Challenge by completing 200 miles in support of The Veterans and Children
Foundation by Veterans Day 2020 while fighting off COVID-19.
Daryl Harrison is the right man for the right job at the right time. Real leadership.

Jerry Schulte - District 7 Commander
I am running for District 7 Commander. I have been a member
of The American Legion for 44 years. My dad, who served in
the Army in WWII, signed me up. He was proud to have two
of his sons serve, my brother in the Army and I in the Navy, in
the Vietnam War. I have followed my dad’s practice and have
paid my son and grandson’s membership in the Sons and my
daughter and 2 granddaughter’s membership in the Auxiliary.
I wasn’t very active with Dodge Post 122 until 2017. I lived
in Omaha and I was involved with work, my two children
growing up and the neighborhoods we lived in. Just prior to my
retirement I attended a Post meeting thinking of getting a little
more involved and I was elected Commander and have been
ever since. Since then, I have attended every County, District,
and Department Convention. I take the information I learn and
share it with the Post 122 Legion family members and add it in
our programs.
I have served as Dodge County Commander and Vice
Commander. I organized County Government Day, County
Convention, county documents, and I helped update and digitize
these documents as well. In 2018, I was honored to serve as
District 7 Vice Commander. Together with Commander Dan
we have incorporated improvements to help Posts in District
7. We attended Post meetings and encouraged Posts to attend
Department, District and County Conventions and take the
information that is learned and incorporate it in their Post. We
have encouraged Posts to get involved in their community and
promote Legion programs. We have provided tools to help Posts
better serve their members by giving them a new Preamble
banner, a 3-ring binder for their Post documents, and by
digitizing many of the District documents.
I hope you will consider my candidacy as District 7
Commander and work with me to assist all Posts to better
promote the 4 Pillars of The American Legion and help District
7 grow and improve. Thank You For Your Support!

Membership Minute

Steve Bartos, Membership Chairman

Happy New Year!!
2020 will most certainly go down in the books as a year we shall never forget. Let us all hope
that a year from now we can look back on 2021 and really celebrate a return to normality. I guess
it’s now time for a couple shots in the arm. One shot to arrest the nasty virus --- and another shot
to kick us into high gear as we finish up the second half of our American Legion membership year.
The direct renewal notices from Indianapolis have done some of the work, and --- pandemic
or no pandemic --- we have done a good job of keeping pace with the scheduled renewal target
date goals. We achieved 75% of goal well before the target date and are close enough to be quite
confident we can achieve 80% of goal for the January 21st target date, which fall just after the
conclusion of the Mid-Year Conference.
Please spend the first couple of weeks of the year gathering as many memberships as you
can and get them transmitted or bring them with you for a turn-in at the Mid-Year Conference.
Wouldn’t it be something if we could hit 85% for the 80% target date???
The “easy” renewals have paid. The “tougher” ones are still out there!
I continue to believe that just about every post can benefit from monitoring the activity and
membership in Post 500. On December 7th, I took a look and found about 1,000 members in
Post 500 who had paid their 2021 dues. Almost 40% of them had only 1 year of continuous
membership ---- indicating that they probably had just joined The American Legion sometime
during 2020 in response to a Direct Mail Solicitation from the National Headquarters. Every post
should be reaching out to those Legionnaires and encouraging them to transfer into a local post.
There also were --- on December 7th --- more than 800 Legionnaires who had last paid for
the 2020 membership year but had not renewed for 2021. They, too, need to be contacted about
renewing and transferring into your local post.
We have been able to utilize myLegion.org as a way to identify and contact the members of
Post 500. It appears, however, that the national organization is rolling out --- or maybe already has
rolled out --- a new software program to replace myLegion.org. At this point, we are pretty much
in the dark about just what the new membership management system will look like ---- and how
many of the good features of myLegion.org will be migrated into it (or lost).
Training on the new system is planned for the Mid-Year Conference on Saturday afternoon --and I strongly encourage everyone to attend the training. You can be sure that I will be there trying
to see what it can and cannot do for us. While I had been planning on providing some training on
how to use myLegion.org, it now looks like we will --- instead --- all be in the same boat trying to
learn a thing or two.
I look forward to seeing you in Columbus.
Have a nice January!

Why?
Boyd C Yochum, Area B Vice Commander

This is not meant for any one in particular, but food for thought. With Covid-19 concerns
always on our minds, and events being cancelled or not planned in the first place; we have a few
things we need to be thinking about for our future.
Sometimes our attendance at meetings and events is low. Why? Now it is because some of us
prefer to stay home and not be around people. Before Covid, and in the future; Why? How do we
show our communities what we do and what we stand for when normal Memorial Day, Fourth of
July and Veterans Day services have been cancelled? How do we show our communities what we
do for youth activities when schools are on lock down, Boys and Girls State cancelled, Junior Law
Cadet cancelled; and we had to argue to get Legion Baseball this year.
Recruiting is always what District and Department Officers preach about. How do we recruit
when many of our Posts are closed, events are cancelled; and we have no traffic to recruit from?
How do we reach 100% in these circumstances? We can start by retention. We have posts that
recruit well, but are only at 80% retention. Why?
Every post, no matter how big or how small, need to develop an active Buddy Check system.
Our current members need to know that just because we can’t see them, we do still care. If every
active (and semi active) member will make a few phone calls to members we know, they will be
appreciative, and if they haven’t paid their dues, we can depend on renewals showing up. It’s up to
us, we have to let our fellow Legionnaires know we care. Some of our members are in care centers,
and basically on lock down so we can’t get in to visit. Call them, send thinking of you cards, take
up a collection or find sponsors to pay their dues.
Will it take another 9/11 or another war to get people to care enough again and get involved?
Will we finally get to the point that we just give up, and those that care fade into oblivion? We need
every one to help or we cannot keep going on.

The Saunders County
American Legion held
their annual Convention
at Ashland Post 129
on October 18. County
Commander
John
Peterson conducted the
meeting.

“Legionnaire in the Spotlight” is a new section each issue. Please send in submissions to
afwashburn@windstream.net or mail them to Headquarters. Please limit them to 800 words and
two pictures. Please call Amanda at 402-464-6338 with any questions.

Riders

Marty Timberlake
Department ALR Liaison
First off, I hope everyone had a great holiday season, and you
are safe and healthy. I hope you were able to spend time with
loved ones and friends.
So, with 2020 behind us,
I don’t want to dwell on that
anymore. It was a wild ride,
but I'm ready for something
closer to normal. I know we
are all antsy to get out there
and resume all the things we
enjoy doing. With winter
being our only obstacle, now
is the time to take some deep
breaths and start making plans
for nicer days to come.
Now is the time to sit down with your groups and make a
plan for what you want to accomplish this year. Poker runs and
fundraiser weekends will start filling up fast. The State Romp
will be in Norfolk this year. I imagine there will be some kind
of a Legacy Run in 2021, but I have not heard for sure. Not
to mention all the poker runs for Operation Comfort Warriors,
veterans support missions, children and youth causes, etc. There
is no shortage of need, and definitely no shortage of compassion
for those in need.
I know I've said it before, but it's worth repeating. The Legion
Riders are all a part of the Legion Family. So, when the Riders
are out there sharing their best with others, they aren't just Riders,
they are representing one or more of the Legion families as well.
Through their actions, we hope to inspire more participation
and inclusion by other members that don't ride. We are not an
exclusive club; we are family and we would love to have each
and every one of you coming out and giving your best with us.
I hope 2021 brings you all joy and happiness. And I hope that
together, we can share hope and happiness with our veterans and
their families. And don't forget to support your communities.
Without them, who would support us? Show your love for
country with pride and remind others that what we do is for the
love of our country and those who have fought for it. God bless
the USA!

Table Rock Post 289 presented certificates for continuous
membership to two of its members. Pictured top (L to R)
Commander Tom Hildebrand, Michael Puhalla 50 years,
and Adjutant Gregg Clement. Pictured bottom (L to R)
Commander Tom Hildebrand, Richard Christen 70 years,
and Adjutant Gregg Clement.
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TAPS
Alder, Robbin L., Humboldt,
Vietnam
Anderson, Jerry, Omaha, Korea
Anderson, Merlin D., O’Neill,
Korea
Arent, Carl M., Aurora, Vietnam
Bachman, Stanley R., Creston,
Korea
Badura, Lawrence R., Ashton
Barbec, Dean J., Howells, Vietnam
Bard, Donal W., Central City, Korea
Barry, Marvin L., Cedar Bluffs,
Vietnam
Barta, Frank J. Jr., Norfolk, Korea
Bauer, John J., Spalding, Vietnam
Beck, Donald E., Blair, Vietnam
Bender, Alvin W., Humphrey, Korea
Bergman, Harvey, Auburn, Korea
Beyer, Clifford E., Dalton, Vietnam
Bieker, Lavern G., Hayes Center,
Vietnam
Bodyfield, Victor M., Burwell,
WWII
Boucher, John D., Dodge, Vietnam
Brennan, Thomas J., Overton
Brewster, Howard A., Clay Center,
Korea
Briggs, Alan J., Cortland, Vietnam
Brink, Kenneth W., Bellevue,
Vietnam
Brooks, Gerald B., Fort Calhoun,
Vietnam
Brynoff, Fonce W., North Platte,
WWII
Buechter, Larry J., Cedar Rapids,
Vietnam
Carroll, Patrick V., Millard
Chaffee, Harold G., Lincoln, WWII
Chase, Wayne, Auburn, Vietnam
Childers, Wayne R., Gretna, Korea
Cox, James L., Cedar Rapids
Cremeen, Douglas W., Grand Island
SAL
Crisp, Archie B., Mullen, Vietnam
Dando, John B., Beatrice, Korea
Dixon, Gary D., South Omaha,
Vietnam
Dostal, Dennis L., Howells, Vietnam
Driml, Robert W., South Omaha,
WWII
Dubas, Walter D. Jr., Fullerton,
Vietnam
Duda, Joseph E., South Omaha,
WWII
Dudley, George R. Sr., Norfolk,
WWII
Duval, Harold, Campbell, Korea
Elliott, Charles O., Columbus,
WWII
Farley, Glen D., Barneston, Korea
Fellows, Darrel R., Callaway,
Vietnam
Figgner, Donald H., Primrose,
Korea
Florea, Ronald L., Stromsburg,
Korea
Foree, C. Russell., O’Neill, WWII
Gabel, John B., Seward, Korea
Gartner, Donald, Chambers, Korea
Gaston, Robert E., Hooper, Korea
Gauchat, Fred L. Jr., Auburn, WWII
Glesmann, Alvin H., Springfield,
WWII
Greenfield, Daniel, Millard, Persian
Gulf
Haberman, Harold, Oshkosh
Hagan, Darrell C., Madrid, Korea
Hall, Don, Osmond, Vietnam
Hamersky, Miroslav M., Lincoln,
Korea
Hara, Fred N., Mitchell, Korea
Hart, Robert E., Mitchell, Korea
Hartmann, Clarence W., Hooper,
WWII
Hawkins, Daniel D., Wymore, SAL
Hirsh, Laddie, Omaha, WWII
Hoffman, Richard L. Sr., Gering,
Vietnam
Holman, Jay P., Lincoln, WWII
Hopkins, Robert E., Laurel, Korea
Horak, Jim E., Homer, Vietnam
Hornung, Larry L., Belgrade,
Vietnam
Hurst, Thomas J., Gretna, Korea
Husak, Ludvik J., Columbus, Korea
Hutchinson, Roy L., Arthur, WWII
Ita, Wendell J., Columbus, Vietnam

Jackson, Bernard D., Clay Center,
SAL
Janko, George F., Table Rock, Korea
Jeffers, G. T., Naponee, Vietnam
Johnson, Emery D., Fremont, WWII
Johnson, Lyle D., Bloomington,
Vietnam
Johnson, Ronald L., Ogallala, Korea
Johnson, Virgil I., Sutton, Korea
Jurgens, Wilfred, Plymouth, Korea
Kay, James W., Papillion, Korea
Kearns, Leonard, Rushville
Keedy, John A., Wymore, Korea
Keller, Richard P., Lincoln, Korea
Kelly, Jay D., Atkinson, Vietnam
Kerkman, Leroy, Elgin, Vietnam
Kershner, Joan S., Creighton, Korea
Knake, Morris F., Syracuse, Korea
Kohmetscher, Chester J., Lawrence,
Korea
Kruse, Walter D., Virginia, Korea
Krzycki, James W., Columbus,
Vietnam
Kuester, La Vern E., Stanton, Korea
Kuklis, Joseph, Cozad, WWII
Kuta, Virgil T., Silver Creek
Lackas, Kearney G., Belden, Korea
Lammers, Francis F., Hartington,
Korea
Leininger, Max J., Sutton, WWII
Leners, Dennis F., Virginia, Vietnam
Lewis, James K., Morse Bluff,
Vietnam
Lofing, Junior D., Beatrice, Korea
Lubker, Robert V., Cedar Bluffs,
SAL
Lueders, Daniel H., Columbus,
Vietnam
Lyons, Harlen R., David City, Korea
Mahoney, Thomas, Cedar Rapids,
Korea
Marfice, William J., Table Rock,
Korea
Martin, John F., Kenesaw, Korea
Masters, Wilburn, Norfolk, Vietnam
Matousek, Edsel J., Silver Creek
Mc Phillips, Richard, Cedar Rapids,
WWII
McBride, Thomas D., Lincoln,
Vietnam
McCaffery, Jerry A., Wahoo,
Vietnam
McCammon, George L., North
Platte, WWII
McCarty, Daniel J., Neligh, Korea
McClure, Carl R., Loup City, WWII
McDaniel, Donald L., Bayard, SAL
Merritt, LeRoy G., Lincoln, Vietnam
Messersmith, Larry, Maywood,
Vietnam
Miller, Elton E., Wakefield
Miller, Orville R., Bartlett, WWII
Mlinar, Kenneth J., Stuart, Korea
Monjarez, Augustine, Omaha,
Lebanon/Grenada
Moore, James R., Sutton, Korea
Moore, Roddy R., Omaha, Vietnam
Morris, John P., Thedford, Vietnam
Neemeyer, Leon, Belgrade, Vietnam
Neisemier, Les, Bennington, Korea
Nimerichter, Richard W., Millard,
Vietnam
Nitz, Jack R., Morse Bluff, Korea
Norton, Richard R., Stuart, Vietnam
Novacek, Robert, Verdigre, Korea
O’Connell, Gerald E., Atkinson,
Vietnam
Obermiller, Harold J., Loup City,
WWII
Orsborn, Otto G., Kearney, Korea
Owens, Gerald B., Humboldt
Palensky, Joseph A., Lincoln, Korea
Parrott, Allyn D., Havelock, Korea
Perkins, David, Hay Springs,
Vietnam
Peters, Lloyd D., Millard, Korea
Phillippi, Robert, Elwood, Vietnam
Piper, George E., Hardy
Pohlman, Earl J. Sr., Columbus,
Vietnam
Pope, Cleo C., David City, Korea
Pospisil, Reuben J., Norfolk, WWII
Poutre, Robert M., Wymore, SAL
Powell, Corwin L., Hebron, Korea
Power, Walter L., Lincoln, Korea
Promes, Elmer J., Wynot, WWII
Quigley, James H., Valentine

Ramaekers, Edwin F., Newman
Grove, Korea
Reichmuth, Frank J., Leigh, Korea
Reno, Jimmie W., Decatur, Vietnam
Rishling, Billy G., Edison, Korea
Rodgers, Richard G., Bridgeport,
SAL
Rupprecht, John A., Howells, WWII
Saalfeld, James R., Gibbon, Vietnam
Saathoff, Harlan, Beatrice, Vietnam
Saklar, Chris M., Millard, Korea
Salmen, Maurice, Sutton, Korea
Scherbarth,
Robert,
Alliance,
Vietnam
Scholl, Maynard, Elgin, Korea
Schriner, Edward E., Holdrege,
Vietnam
Schutte, Raymond, Lawrence,
Vietnam
Seamann, Edward A., Greeley,
Korea
Sedlacek, David D., Columbus,
Vietnam
Sehnert, Gene R., Dorchester, Korea
Seipel, Esther K., Omaha, Korea
Shipley, Ronald D., David City,
Vietnam
Shirley, Robert L., Maywood,
WWII
Sidel, Marvin E. Sr., Columbus,
Korea
Sinner, Del, Aurora, Korea
Slips, Edward J., Grand Island,
Vietnam
Smith, John W., Fort Calhoun
Smith, Paul G., Table Rock, Vietnam
Smith, Terry L., Edison, Vietnam
Sohm, Robert, Bellevue, Vietnam
Spencer, Roger L., South Sioux
City, Vietnam
Stagemeyer, Michael, Elwood, SAL
Sterns, Robert L., Polk
Stineman, Roger L., Nelson, SAL
Studnicka, Danny L., Ord, Vietnam
Sturgeon, Donald D., Springfield,
Korea
Swanson, Harry, Bassett, Korea
Talley, Harold, McCook, Korea
Talmadge, Roy L., Omaha, Vietnam
Taylor, James R. Jr., Friend, Vietnam
Taylor, Martin, Silver Creek, Korea
Tellus, Jimmy L., Cambridge,
Vietnam
Tetreault, Benita A., Millard,
Vietnam
Thelander, Le Roy, Oshkosh, WWII
Thies, Gilbert W., Winside
Thompson, James Rev. H., Vietnam
Tonniges, James A., Stromsburg,
Vietnam
Trujillo, Carlos C., Stuart, Vietnam
Tullis, Byron W. Jr., Lincoln,
Vietnam
Vanek, John Jr., Malmo
Wagner, Wilbert H., Culbertson,
WWII
Waller, Gerald Sr., Kearney,
Vietnam
Warren, Merritt C., Creighton,
WWII
Watson, John H., Alliance, WWII
Weber, Eugene, Hastings, WWII
Welch, Louis E., Wood River, Korea
Westphal, Mike, Morse Bluff,
Vietnam
Whitner, Charles W., North Omaha,
SAL
Wickizer, Donald L., Loup City,
Korea
Wilkie, Clyde G., Fremont, WWII
Willey, Frank G. Jr., Lincoln,
Vietnam
Wilson, John W., Morse Bluff,
Korea
Woita, William, Dwight, Vietnam
Wollenburg, Donald C., DeWitt,
Korea
Wolvin, Gerald, Dwight, Korea
Wurst, Howard D., Milford, Korea
Yates, Reginald R., Ashland, Korea
Young, William M., Fort Calhoun,
Vietnam
Zeleny, Bernard, Milligan, WWII
Ziethen, Karl F., David City,
Vietnam

Events Calendar
January
1 New Years Day - Office Closed
15-17 Mid-Year Conference - Columbus
18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day - Office Closed
5
9
13
13
14
15
17
20
20
28

February
Legislative Day - Nebraska State Capitol
District 15 Convention - Lincoln
District 8 Convention - Gretna
District 11 Convention - Western
Valentine’s Day
President’s Day - Office Closed
Ash Wednesday
District 10 Convention - Alma
District 13 Convention - Johnson
Washington Conference - Washington D.C.

1-3
3-5
6
7
13
13
14
15
17
20
20
28

March
Washington Conference - Washington D.C.
Department Service Officer School - D.C.
District 6 Convention - Grand Island
District 5 Convention - Paxton
District 7 Convention - Valparaiso
District 12 Convention - Hickman
District 2 Convention - Crofton
American Legion Birthday!
Saint Patrick’s Day
District 3 Convention - Ponca
District 9 Convention - Curtis
Palm Sunday

Check www.nebraskalegion.net under the meetings tab
for all upcoming National, State, and District events.

Sons of The American Legion Membership
As of December 9, 2020
District
1			
2			
3			
4			
5			
6			
7			
8			
9		
10			
11			
12 		
13			
15			
Total

2020 Members
320 		
628
238		
340
133
1,303
720
896
323
319
1,035
248
124
158
6,785

2021 Members
215
307
111 		
191
90
530
463
471
181
138
615
128
108		
135
3,683

Cancer Care Insurance Plan
If you find yourself battling cancer, you may want help to
cover the high cost of treatment and recovery. That’s where
this coverage comes in. Your American Legion Department
Endorsed Cancer Care Insurance Plan, helps pay towards the
cost of cancer – which may run into the thousands of dollars.
Your current health insurance may not be enough to cover all of
these costs.
That’s why this coverage offers benefits – up to a lifetime
maximum of $300,000.00* – to Legionnaires who have been
diagnosed with cancer. These benefits are paid directly to you
or anyone you choose – not to doctors, hospitals or anyone else.
Benefits from this plan could be used to pay for:
Hospital bills, Chemotherapy, Operations, Doctor visits,
Nursing care, Prescription drugs, Mortgage, and more…
Even if cancer runs in your family or if you suffer from other
serious medical problems – you are guaranteed acceptance into
this plan as long as you have not been diagnosed with cancer
(except skin cancer) in the last 5 years (3 years in LA, 2 years in
VT, 12 months in TX, 6 months in ID, NV, and UT), and remain
a Legionnaire in good standing.
This coverage provides benefits to help you pay for your fight
against cancer. Apply for the Your American Legion Department
Endorsed Cancer Care Insurance Plan today.

Johnson Post 330 presented Commander Gary
Wooten’s support for law enforcement letter to
the Nemaha County Sheriff’s office. Pictured
(L to R) Gailen Bohling, Sheriff Brent Lottman,
Nemaha County Commander Roger Hector,
and Kris Hector.

Clearwater Post 267 presented Quilts of Valor
to its members during their Veteran’s Day
ceremony. Pictured (L to R) Kierra Bearinger,
accepting for her grandfather, Doug Bearinger,
Xuan Tran, Raymond Moser, Darrell Detlefsen,
Dan Honeywell, Melvin Ehlers, and Ralph
Tichota. Also receiving quilts were George
Klabenes and Leonard Kerkman. Pictured
provided by the Summerland Advocate
Messenger.

Dannebrog Post 241 presented a certificate of
thanks to the Howard County Sheriff’s office
for their service during COVID. Pictured (L to
R) Commander Dave Boehle and Sheriff Tom
Busch.

Dodge Post 122 presented Commander Gary
Wooten’s support for law enforcement letter
to the Dodge County Sheriff’s office. Pictured
(L to R) Deputy Sheriff Logan Kampschneider
and Commander Jerry Schulte.

Lincoln Post 3 Honor Guard held their Veteran’s
Day ceremony for the residents of Pemberly
Place Assisted Living in Lincoln. Members
of the Post have been reaching out to local
facilities with Legion members and veterans to
check in on them and perform a Buddy Check.

Fremont Post 20 donated $750 in gift cards to
the Dodge County Veterans Service Office to be
distributed to local veterans for the holidays.
Pictured (L to R) Adjutant Wes Conklin, Dodge
County VSO Mark Schneck, and Rob Spooner.

Cordova Post 359 presented Quilts of Valor to
its members. Pictured top (L to R) Terry Zastrow,
Army veteran Robert Zastrow, and Randy
Zastrow. Pictured bottom (L to R) Kenneth
Petersen, Army veteran Kermit Petersen, and
David Petersen.

District 7 Commander Dan Benes attended the
Veteran’s Day program put on by Omaha Post
1. Many guest speakers were in attendance.
Pictured (L to R) District Commander Dan
Benes and Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert.

Culbertson Post 133 and Unit 133 presented a
ZOOM flag folding presentation to elementary
students at the Hitchcock County Elementary
School for Veteran’s Day. Pictured top (L to
R) District 9 President Peggy Kennedy and
District 9 Commander Dennis Kennedy.

Weeping Water Post 237 participated in putting
up a flag tree in their local community for the
holidays.

Dodge Post 122 presented Quilts of Valor to its
members. Pictured top (L to R) Auxiliary (ALA)
President Kathy Kauffold, Army veteran Francis
Bayer, and ALA member Ellen Konsel. Pictured
middle (L to R) ALA member Jeri Janeckek and
Marine veteran Clarence Wieberg. Pictured
bottom are members of Clarence Eikmeier’s
family with the Quilt of Valor posthumously
given in honor of his service. A photo of
Clarence is to the right of the family.
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has changed date and time. The
party, featuring hot chocolate, hot
cider, cookies, and plenty of space
to spread out, will be held in the
ballroom at 8:00 PM on Friday,
January 15th. Please remember
There is one constant in this that the items collected will be used
entire year --- be ready for anything by women who have been abused,
because anything will happen. so modesty is a must. If you wish
The agenda I had for Mid-Year to come to the party in modest PJs
Conference has changed several and slippers, please do so. Fun and
times, and I cannot guarantee it will relaxation are the key words for
not change again.
this event.
The DEC
meeting will begin
If someone from your unit is
Barb
Skillman
promptly at 1:00 PM in the Ballroom not coming for Mid-Year, this is an
of the River’s Edge Conference excellent project in which a unit may
Center
in SKILLMAN
Columbus on Friday, participate. If you check with your
By BARB
January
15, 2021.
The hope is that local health department, I am sure
Department
President
this will allow our special guest, they can direct you to a women’s
Dear
Members,
ALA
National
President Nicole shelter in your area that may have the
I would
like
to say for
thank
you have done this year.
Clapp,
to be
present
at you
leastfor
a all the work
If you
someone
And thank you for allowing me same
the need.
privilege
toknow
serveof as
your
portion --- if not all --- of the DEC who will be coming to Mid-Year,
Department President. The time did go very fast and I will have wondermeeting.
have them
bring
of sports
ful memories of the visits, special meetings,
and
the donations
special Auxiliary
Also, Iour
Party”
members
have“Intimates
met that made
this year
special.
bras
and underwear to the event.
I hope you will attend the Department Convention June 26-28 at the
Holiday Inn Kearney. Please come meet our special guest National
President Janet Jefford.
I have received our last membership update from National we are
doing well on renewals — Nebraska isand
in first
place;
on our Numeric goal
district
conventions.
we are slipping fast — we are at 9th place.
I am honored for my family being
Have you renewed your membership? Iif not do so today. Unit mema
four-generation
American
Legion
bership chairman please do not hold any dues to be sent
in for processconsisting
ing. We need every paid membership Family
we can get
our handsofonmy
to father
make
(Legionnaire), myself (Auxiliary),
our goals. Thank You!
I just returned from a special event my
at thedaughter
Harry S Truman
Library and
(Auxiliary),
my
Museum remembering our President grandson
for his 131st
birthday
the 70
(Sons
of theand
American
years since VE Day. It was a wonderful
day.
Legion),
and my granddaughter
I will have the pleasure to attend Girls State on May 31 through June
(Junior Auxiliary).
6. Our special guest will be Northwestern Vice President Lori Skallerud
While
beingfrom
a member
of the
I am looking forward meeting all the girls
you chose
your Unit
to
American Legion Auxiliary, I have
attend this special week.
My name is Carol Danbom, held many offices and chaired many
and I am a proud member of the committees. In Unit #9, I have
Hemingford American Legion held the offices of President (1996Auxiliary Unit #9. My mother 2012), Vice President (1994-1996),
signed my sisters and me up in 1958, Chaplain (2012-2014), and Historian
(2003-present). I have chaired
making me a 62-year member. By
I’veJACKI
O’NEILL
on several committees including
been an active member since 1962.
Department Secretary
I am eligible through my father, Children & Youth, Poppies,
Girl State,plans
and are
Junior
Department Convention
set
Alan Danbom. He was a NavyThe Cornhusker
Leader.
I
have
also
held
offices
at
and
now
we
need
you
to
come
to
Kearney
June
Seabees during WWII. We are a
26-28
to
join
us.
What’s
new
for
this
year?
The
the
district
level.
In
District
#4,
I
big Navy family. My older brother
items onhave
handserved
from Flag
and Emblem
sales
will
as
Vice
President
(1996and sister, along with several uncles
be available
of new
1998) to
andpurchase.
served asCopies
President
four
and cousins, are all Navy veterans.
brochures and pamphlets will be available.
times
since
1998.
I belong to a strong American
Everyone that attends will receive a packet of
I find
gratifying
to serve
Legion family. I was raised innew
the brochures
anditavery
Convention
Annual
with
our
American
veterans,
the
active
the
chairmen
reports
and
awards
listings.
American Legion organization. As
and
Membership
cards their
will befamilies,
available to
picktheir
up
Junior Members, my sisters and
I military,
for
each
unit.
Those
not
picked
up
will
be
communities.
I
enjoy
volunteering
helped with all American Legion
mailed at
from
Department
Headquarters
after
the
veterans’
homes
and
hospitals.
programs, functions, fund raisers,
Convention. Anyone wanting their cards mailed
to the unit
membership
chairmen
My family
is always
willing
to do
prior to Convention will need to call 402-466-1808 and submit a request.
Thanks to all of you that submitted your volunteer hours and dollars for our
year-end reporting. Those numbers are so important to this organization when The
American Legion reports to congress.
By the way did you know being an American Legion Auxiliary member literallyJean
took anM.
Act of
Congress to100,
makeof
that available to you? Please let other eligible
Henkens
women know
how important
their belonging to this organization means to our
Chadron,
Nebraska
was born January
Veterans.
to be proud
to say -toI belong because MY Veteran made it pos29,
1920It’s
at time
Burwell,
Nebraska,
sible
for
me
through
his/her
service
Kent and Sue Van Horn and passedto this great country and with an Act of
Congress. At Department Convention I will be reporting on what I learned at the
away
November
14, 2020.
Department
Leadership
National Conference this May in Indianapolis.
Jeanyou
served
as ALA Department
See
in Kearney!
President 1965-1966. Her theme
was “Love Thy Neighbor.” She was
elected on July 18, 1965 in Omaha.
which
is an approved member benefits
SheThe
was Hartford,
National Vice
President
provider
of
the
American
Auxiliary, will be mailing
of the Northwestern Division Legion
in
members
information
about
their
Senior Term Life
1975-1976.
Insurance.
These
mailings
are
scheduled
to be sent out
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Freedom, Faith,
Family

"Life's most persistent and urgent
question is, 'What are you doing
for others?'" -Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. The first time this quote
was noted was from a sermon in
Montgomery, Alabama in 1957.
Dr. King asked this question several
times in his lifetime. It was as true
then as it is today.
What are we doing for others?
In our world today, it is more
difficult to help because of less
social interaction. And yet, never
have there been more ways to stay
in touch. Meetings by Zoom, phone
calls by Facetime, or Google Duo.
Instead of complaining about
the growing number of leaves in a
neighbor’s yard, why not grab the
rake and help. They may be unable
to do the job themselves. Call a
neighbor before making that trip to
the store; they may need some items
themselves. Call a friend you have
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REMEMBERING JEAN

ALA NATIONAL PRESIDENT TO
VISIT MID-YEAR CONFERENCE
IN COLUMBUS
American Legion Auxiliary
(ALA) Department of Nebraska will
host ALA National President Nicole
Clapp January 15, 2021-January 17,
2021 during a stopover in her yearlong nationwide tour. Clapp will
have the opportunity to learn about
veteran support efforts in Nebraska,
including issues relating to children
and the health and well-being of our
communities.
During her visit, President Nicole
will identify ways to help returning
injured service members and
veterans compete in adaptive sports.
Athletes state that participating in
adaptive sports boosts their selfesteem and improves their physical
and mental health.
Clapp, of Gladbrook, Iowa, was
elected national president of the

ALA during the 99th ALA National
Convention in August 2019. During
her term, Clapp has chosen to
highlight adaptive sports.
Clapp, a 44-year Paid Up for Life
member, is eligible for membership
through her grandfather, Roger
Schroeder, who served in the Navy
during World War II.

Remember to send your assignments a couple weeks before the month they are due.

OFFICE NOTES:

Members --- with the Mid-Year
Conference right around the corner,
there are a few things I need to take
up with all of you:
Be careful what you say. If you
use the term “Ladies” when talking
about the Auxiliary members, it’s
going to cost you. If you use the
term “Post” when speaking about
the “Unit,” that will cost you. If
you say “men” when speaking about
the Legion, you are going to pay.
No one will be allowed to pay in
advance; this will be a pay as you go.
All money collected will be donated
at the end of the conference.
Fundraiser: There is a flier in
a recent mailing that pictures a
lot of the prizes that are available
in the raffle. We have poppies,
hummingbirds, Royal Crown,
kitchen items, and more. Tickets
will be $1 each with no limit to how
many you may enter into a drawing.
The drawing will be held Saturday
after the session. All that we ask is
that you arrange for pick up. NO
PRIZES WILL BE MAILED.
Thank you for turning in your

Unit Report. It is so nice to see all
of you thinking outside the box.
If you would like to volunteer to
help during the conference, please
call the office. There’s a million and
one little things that need to be done.
We can give you a reason to be there.
Keep sending in your
membership. It keeps us girls in
the office busy. You have all been
so great at coming up with clever
ideas for collecting the dues and
not just relying on the reminders
from National. Remember that the
personal touch works best. If you
need a list of unpaid members, I
can send it to you if you are not on
ALAMIS.
Roxanne and I are here to answer
any and all questions you may
have. We even have some simple
fundraisers that your unit can do
with social distancing in mind.
Hope to see you all at Mid-Year
in Columbus!
Lisa Moore
Department Secretary/Treasurer

ELKHORN 1ST GRADERS
CREATE VETERANS DAY CARDS

Veterans Day and appreciation
for the role of veterans became a
focus of first graders in Skyline and
Arbor View Elementary Schools in
Elkhorn. They handmade over 90
Veterans Day cards, which were
all distributed to facilities in the
Elkhorn area (Life Care Center,
The Grand Reserve, and Maple
Ridge Retirement Community).
The project was done in cooperation
with the Elkhorn American Legion
Auxiliary Unit #362.
The updated Nebraska
Civics Curriculum encourages
an understanding of patriotic
concepts such as national holidays,

recognizing the U.S. military role in
maintaining United States security,
and identifying the chronology of
historic personal events and their
impact. The cards illustrated the
children's caring and interest about
equipment used in military service.
They were also creative, with some
looking like sailor hats and others
showing the advanced sentence
writing of first grade students.
Pictured are students in Mrs.
K a t h y We b e r ’s A r b o r Vi e w
Elementary first-grade class who
researched Veterans Day and then
made Origami Heart Cards to honor
veterans.

2021 CENTERPIECE AND TRAY FAVOR ASSIGNMENTS
Grand Island

Central NE

Bellevue Eastern Norfolk VA
Western NE
NE VA Home
Home
VA Home
215 Tray Fav 24 Centerpiece 20 Centerpiece 13 Centerpiece

Western NE
VA Home
90 Tray Fav

Omaha VA
Med Center
75 Tray Fav

#7 Alliance

#7 Alliance

#49 Utica

#133 Culbertson

#133 Culbertson

#146 Rising City

Month VA Med Center Veterans Home
10 Centerpiece

Jan.

#290 Elwood

#290 Elwood

Feb.

#310 Gibbon

#218 Exeter

March

#335 Davenport

#316 Elm Creek

#110 DeWitt

#283 Platte Center

#10 Morrill

April

#250 Oconto

#250 Oconto

#156 Burchard

#322 Swanton

#288 Farnam

May

#126 Broken Bow

#225 Eddyville

#156 Burchard

#243 Plymouth

June

#19 York

#128 Crawford

July

#235 Union

#302 Leigh

#17 Sidney

#17 Sidney

Aug.

#175 Jackson

#12 Chadron

#12 Chadron

Sept.

#84 Columbus

#7 Alliance

#176 Blue Hill

#303 Juniors

#296 Shelby

#264 Dorchester Sr. #357 Brunswick

#353 Louisville

Oct.

#141 Hampton

#307 S. Sioux City

Nov.

#141 Hampton

#128 Crawford

Dec.

#364 Naponee

#264 Dorchester Jr.

#10 Morrill

#160 Polk

#235 Union

#288 Farnam

#288 Farnam

#49 Utica

#302 Leigh

Service to Veterans Chairwoman: Vicki Colson

#264 Dorchester Jr. #354 Pleasant Dale

Ph:(308)289-4836

#364 Naponee

Email: colson.vicki@yahoo.com

POPPY PROGRAM BLOOMING “NEW” IDEAS

Wow! What a year 2020 has
turned out to be!!! Who knew 12
months ago that our lives would be
filled with daily cancellations and
postponements?? While I have also
had my share of disappointing events
cancelled or altered (2 concerts,
graduations, and now Christmas
with family I haven’t seen for two
years), I want to suggest we all stop
and take a step back. That’s right.
Step back into a time a year more
than a century ago.
In 1919 and 1920, World War I
was coming to an end and women
were gaining the right to vote. In
September of 1920, The American
Legion family adopted the Poppy
as our official flower. In 1921, the
ALA Poppy Program was coming
into creation. I am sure those folks
back then didn’t have any clear road
map for how to spread the word or
even the poppies themselves.
They were in uncharted territory
--- much like we are now. With
that thought, I’d like to challenge
you and your units, counties, and
even districts to “think outside of
the box” and come up with a new
plan on how you can distribute
your poppies. Our founding sisters
probably hit some stumbling blocks
and maybe even had some failures,
but they kept going. We need to
remember that determination and

maybe learn from it. A few years
ago, I remember hearing that folks
were tired of hearing “but we’ve
always done it that way.” Here is
a golden opportunity to NOT do it
“that way” anymore.
I know a lot of units had to cancel
their Poppy Day(s) in May. If you
were one of them, were you able to
hold one on Veteran’s Day? Have
you been working on a plan for next
May? I have heard of units who held
Drive-Thru Poppy Stops. Contact
a local grocery or retail store who
has curb side pickup and see if they
would be willing to let you be in that
area. Maybe try the old tried and
true method of donation cans in local
stores, eating establishments, or
watering holes. How about a contact
free Poppy Tree? Put Poppies on
small decorative trees and leave
them in businesses with donation
cans/boxes nearby. Customers can
make a donation and take a poppy
themselves.
What about your schools? Are
they in session or doing remote
learning? I know getting into classes
was tough before, so now it may
have gotten tougher --- but don’t
give up. If you have a tech savvy
Junior member, see if they could do
a presentation to their classes or at
least give you a foot into the door
for talking with our young people

QUILTS OF VALOR

about the significance of the poppy.
The Poppy Poster Program is
still going strong. If your school is
still willing to participate, work with
the school to coordinate a drop off
time or maybe a Poppy Poster Pick
Up Patrol to get the posters from the
kids. Rules for the posters should
have been included in a mailing
earlier this fall. If your local school
hasn’t participated in recent years,
approach them again. They may be
more open to the idea, especially
if the kids are remote learning. It
would be a project the kids could
do at home.
Don’t forget. I am STILL taking
entries for the Centennial Poppy
Display for President Nicole. I can
send the rules out to any member or
unit wanting to make an entry. We
have some amazing pieces already,
but there is always room for more. I
am still working on a voting method
as things are still changing.
In closing, I want to wish all our
members a Happy and HEALTHY
2021!!! Let’s make it a year where
we really do Look to the Future with
Pride in the Past and draw on that
strength to keep moving us forward.
Jody Schmale
Poppy Chairman

VA&R

We all are saying it. “What
a year this has been.” A lot has
changed, but a lot is still going on
at the Medical Centers and Veterans
Homes.
Dollar Days was done with the
help of staff in all facilities. Gifts
For Yanks was done, too. The
Gift Shops were done with some
changes this year. Cookies had to
be purchased by the medical center
or home, so I hope units sent money
to their local facility. If sending a
check, please say what it is for in
the memo section.
The Veterans Homes are doing
their best to entertain the residents
and could use money for this, too.
Everyone, please stay safe; and
let’s pray that next year will be the
best of the best years. One can say
that every day is a great day that God
has given us.
God Bless each and every one
of you.

POPPIES

Renee Van Winkle
VA&R Chairman
Havelock Unit 342 distributed poppies at Tabitha Health Care Services
in Lincoln, where some of its members work. This was a unique way to
support veterans during COVID 19.

Brothers Harlan and Gordon Hansen, both members of Bennington Post
266, served in the US Army during WWII. They were presented Quilts of
Valor in March of 2020

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

VISION 2021

“TRAIN your mind to see the
good in everything.” -iSunglasses

“Stop being afraid of what could
go wrong and focus on what could
GO RIGHT.” That is exactly what
we did. We focused on achieving
75% in membership by “Pearl
Harbor” day, and WE DID IT!
HOORAY!
We looked for the good, and
you know what? “No one ever
injured their eyesight by looking on
the bright side of things.” Here is
the philosophy a salesman told me
quite some time ago: It may take
one hundred people to talk to, and I
may get 99 negative responses, but
number 100 will sometimes be a yes
--- and that is what I focus on. Every
“no” is one step closer to a “yes.”
DIST.

Now, we are going to turn our
focus on that one more “Yes.” One
more yes gets us closer to 100% in
membership! Tell your story, focus
on why you are a member, practice
your elevator speech, and remember
your story and /or your speech so
it is one that a new prospect – and
member --- may remember for a
lifetime. The upbeat, positive story
you tell may just help you gain that
one new member your unit will need
to be at 100% like the 26 units that
are currently at 100%.
Kimberly Gurley
Vision 2021
Department Membership Chr
gurleykimmy@gmail.com
402-629-4580 (home)
402-366-6118 (cell)

DISTRICT NAME

P IS THE
LETTER

% TO GOAL

2

EYE of the Tiger

7

Betty Davis EYES aka Betty Paes Eyes 82.13%

9

I SEE the Light

81.27%

3

I Can't Take My EYES Off of You

81.09%

11

Cotton EYED Joe

80.76%

13

Fix My EYES

79.65%

5

Hungry EYES

77.32%

1

I Can SEE Clearly

76.51%

12

My EYES Adore You

75.77%

10

LOOK at Us

73.37%

4

I Only Have EYES for YOU

72.22%

6

When Can I SEE You Again?

71.33%

8

Private EYES

70.77%

6

When Can I SEE You Again?

71.33%

Total Department

77.42%

Goal from National

13,705

Department Unit 500

112.28%

14

First of all, I hope you had a
Merry Christmas and would like
to wish everyone the Happiest of
New Years.
This thought was shared by our
Northwest Division Children and
Youth Chairman, and I have been
asked to share it with the members
of the American Legion Family.
“Do something for yourself
and others!!!” Become an ALA
Volunteer. Watch what you eat.
Exercise. Drink water. Get plenty
of sleep. You already know the recipe
for wellness. But, there’s something
else you should add to that “to do”
list: volunteer. Research shows
there are clear health benefits when
you volunteer. For example, people
who volunteer live longer, have a

84.24%

This article for the New Year is
brought to you by the letter P.
This letter can be used in a noun,
such as a Pandemic. Everyone who
reads this will remember how this
Powerful word affected our lives.
It has taught us Patience when
meetings, conferences, conventions,
and even jobs were cancelled or
Postponed.
Pride, Patriotism, and Passion
for veterans are used to describe the
emotions members experience in
our organization. Protect is a strong
command used by the military,
law enforcement, and health care
Personnel.
The POW-MIA flag Proclaims
the Promise that our Prisoners
of War and those still Missing in
Action will not be forgotten. As we
Proclaim the Preamble and Pledge
of Allegiance to our flag, let us
also Pray for a future of Positivity,
Progression of membership, and
Promoting Peace in all we do!
Proud Leaders are Pat Wiseman,
Peggy Kennedy, Paula Pillen, and
President Paes!
Barbie Meyer
ALA Vice President

EDITOR’S NOTE
Please send articles and pictures for
future editions of “THE STAR” to
Lorene Bartos, Editor at 7441 San Mateo
Lane, Lincoln, NE 68516 or email to:
ALATheStarNE@yahoo.com. Send
photos as jpg attachments. Material for
the next issue needs to be submitted by
FEBRUARY 10, 2021

ALA GIRLS STATE – 2021
Cornhusker Girls State is coming June 13 – 19. The big news for
this year is that we have decided to present the program VIRTUALLY!!!
Girls State 2021 will not be an “in person” event. Selection of delegates,
however, will be accomplished as it has been done in the past.
REMINDER CALENDAR DATES:
• Early January 2021 - go to local schools and talk to the Junior girls about what Girls State is and how it
can change their lives for the better.
• Early January 2021 – Girls State information will be coming to the units.
• March 1, 2021 – Applications must be submitted.
• April and early May – Girls State Orientations will be held. Like the Girls State session itself, orientations
will also be done virtually. This will be a little different, and more details will be coming out later.
The Girls State Committee has already been making plans for another successful year. We know this cannot
happen without the support of our units.
Since Girls State this year is going to look different, please be patient with us; and we will send out
information as it becomes available. The Committee is working very hard planning this new format to make
sure the girls have the best experience we can provide. We still will be able to take up to 400 girls.
Please contact Nicole Vance or Roxanne Hiatt with questions.
Nicole Vance
ALA Girls State Chairman

decreased risk for heart disease,
and have lower rates of depression
than those who don’t volunteer. So,
while volunteering may mean that
you are helping someone else, you
are reaping benefits, too.”
We are also setting an example
for our children and youth to follow.
This is the season for GIVING to
our…..family and friends, American
Legion Family, communities, our
military, their families, our youth,
and --- most of all --- our veterans.
It is a magical time for all of us, with
much excitement and anticipation
for all the good things that are
coming our way. “Believe in the
Wonder of Giving” is our focus, as
that is what we do during this time
of year.

What a great way to promote
The Children and Youth purpose:
P r o t e c t i n g , c a r i n g f o r, a n d
supporting children and youth --particularly those of veterans and
military families.
Also, remember the homeless
veterans and their children. They,
too, are in need of our support.
You can check with local churches,
homeless shelters, and schools to
determine their specific needs.
We cannot always build the
future for our youth, but we can
build our youth for the future.
Marge Suchy
Children and Youth Chairman

SIDNEY UNIT #17

Sidney American Legion
Auxiliary Unit #17 decorated the
Military Room at the Fort Sidney
Museum for Christmas. Pictured
(L-R) are President Terri Poley and
Vice-President Marge Surber with
the patriotic tree. The “Empty Chair”
was present with an explanation of
the meanings of each item.

Unit #17 joined with the
Daughters of the American
Revolution to gather cases of pop
and bags of snacks to present to the
VA Center in Cheyenne, Wyoming.
Over 30 cases of pop and 45 boxes
of snack packs were delivered for
Veterans Day and Christmas.

CHAPLAIN'S
CORNER

Hebrews 4: 14-16
14 Since then we have a great
high priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God,
let us hold fast our confession.
15 For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but one who
in every respect has been tempted
as we are, yet without sin.
16 Let us then with confidence
draw near to the throne of grace that
we may receive mercy and find grace
to help in time of need.
We are being told that We are
to pray boldly. I have spent a lot
of years trying to stay in the back
ground and being bashful. I was
always feeling guilty and never felt
I deserved forgiveness. Thankfully,
because of His mercy and grace,
Jesus has told us to draw near to
Him and pray boldly for what we
need. He knows our needs, and He
is always there waiting to hear our
prayers.
Prayer: Dear Lord, help us
to remember that when You were
on earth, You went through many
temptations, also. Because You
know what it feels like, let us pray
boldly for what we need. Thank
You for Your grace and mercy and
especially for Your unconditional
love. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

In Memoriam

FREMONT UNIT #20
On December 2nd, Fremont
Auxiliary Unit 20 made a $1000 donation
to the Fremont Rural Fire Department
(FRFD). This donation was given to
help fund their Green Rope Project,
which allows them to purchase rescue
ropes and other life saving devices.

FRFD played a huge part in rescue
and recovery efforts during the 2019
floods in Fremont. They also lost a lot,
as their station was underwater during
most of the flooding. Donated funds
were raised from Unit 20’s Rifle Raffle.

Received November 10 to December 10, 2020

Vi M Bibow.....................Omaha................... 1

Sharen M Wingert...........Jackson............. 175

Patsy A Warner...............Omaha................... 1

Alice J Ehlers..................Hebron.............. 180

Mae M Hansel................Lincoln................... 3

Margalee Ruf..................Cambridge........ 199

Sheryl Roberts................Alliance.................. 9

Ruby G Sommers...........Wallace.............. 213

Jean Henkens.................Chadron.............. 12

Jackie Bartak..................Ewing................. 214

Ruth Mason....................Beatrice............... 27

Jean Thomassen............Weeping Water.. 237

Christina Wells................Beatrice............... 27

Willa M Collier.................Arcadia.............. 251

Bonnie Cox.....................Ord...................... 38

Anna Weber....................Cortland.............. 53

Rosemary M Stoll...........Utica.................... 49
Ruth Olson......................Utica.................... 49
Donna Anderson.............Grand Island........ 53
Lucille Stenwall...............Emerson.............. 60
Darlene Lackas...............Wausa................. 63
Mary A Pfeifer.................Humphrey............ 80
Elaine Bonk....................Columbus............ 84
Merlene Grint..................Sargent.............. 104
Elizabeth Barritt..............Stuart................. 115
Edith Murphy..................Stuart................. 115
Jane Y Harman...............Alma.................. 118
Carol J Cernik.................Palmer............... 120

Pictured (left to right) are volunteer firefighter Carl, Unit President Kate Heller,
Unit Secretary Judy Vieth, and volunteer firefighter Dean.

Pat Wiseman
Dept. Chaplain

WEST POINT UNIT #70
In observance of Thanksgiving, members of West Point ALA Unit 70 delivered
a variety of homemade treats to the West Point Police Department, the Cuming
County Sheriff's Department and Dispatch Office, and the Nebraska State Patrol
Office, all located in West Point.

MUSIC
This is the beginning of a new
year. That means we all have clear
calendars - at least for a while.
We have been celebrating the
arrival of 2021, thinking that all the
aggravations of 2020 will be over. I can
see a danger, however, if we allow the
negatives from this past year to creep
into the new calendar. It can be easy to
enter painful events and circumstances
to the new days that are available for
us to spread joy and love to others
instead. Let’s be careful what we enter
into the days of 2021.
Please leave out days used for feeling
depressed, withholding forgiveness,
seeking revenge, or spreading ugly
thoughts and feelings. Use music to
chase these emotions out of 2021. Play
an instrument, sing a song, tell a joke,
and show appreciation. These activities
will bring joy to your heart and to
everyone around you.
Keep a song in your heart and please
don’t be shy about sharing that joy with
others.

SCHOLARSHIPS,
SCHOLARSHIPS,
SCHOLARSHIPS!

Bennington Auxiliary Unit 266 recently conducted a Gold Star Ceremony. A
Gold Star Banner was presented to Rhonda Robinson, her son, and parents Bob and
Ruth Zuraba. Rhonda’s husband, Jose, served in Afghanistan.

Evelyn Schulte................Dodge................ 122
Kathleen Martin..............David City.......... 125

Louise Wheeler
Music Chr.

BENNINGTON UNIT #266

Margaret Ruskamp.........Dodge................ 122

The ALA has many scholarships
available through the Department
and National. This year, more than
ever, there will be financial needs
requiring help to make it possible
to attend college. Let’s do our part
by contacting our schools, making
personal phone calls, and giving
encouraging words to students
suggesting that they make an
application.
The value of most Department
scholarships is $400. National
scholarships range from $2500
to $5000. Nebraska is blessed to
generally have one National winner
yearly and two winners in many
years.
If your unit doesn’t offer a local
scholarship, consider establishing
one. Monies can be raised through
a fund raiser designated for the
scholarship and advertising that all
funds raised will be applied toward
a local scholarship.
A special thanks to all units
promoting the ALA education
projects. Please contact me with
questions.
Sharon Brozovsky
Education Chairman

Dorothy I Bissantz..........Fairfield.............. 256
Susan Wilcox..................Silver Creek....... 263
Connie Kelsay Merrill......Humboldt.......... 269
Marjorie A Hoier..............Herman.............. 274
Winifred G Read.............Herman.............. 274
Gladys Harris..................Hallam............... 294
Margaret A Berger..........Spalding............ 299
Debra J Ouellette............S Souix City....... 307
Doris E Brown.................Elm Creek.......... 316
Rita Kreycik....................Osmond............. 326
Maxine Behrends...........Johnson............. 330
Jean M Dunekacke.........Johnson............. 330
Ember A Arnold..............Ft Calhoun......... 348
Lillian J Prochnow..........Fr Calhoun......... 348

Agnes M Svoboda..........David City.......... 125

Kathleen W Smith...........Ft Calhoun......... 348

Alice L Hegge.................Crofton.............. 128

Betty George..................Juniata............... 365

Shirley Deichert..............Crawford............ 138

Marcellin Little................Virginia............... 367

Edith Geary.....................Crawford............ 138

Judy G Bryant................Elk Creak........... 370

Emily Bialas....................Fullerton............ 151

Adeline Cihal..................Valparaiso.......... 371

Judy Thompson..............Howells.............. 154

Donna Janowski.............Ralston.............. 373

Alice Orr..........................North Platte....... 163

Merna Tietjen..................Lincoln............... 500

Shirley Lindekugel..........North Platte....... 163

Joan M Cox....................Lincoln............... 500

MID-YEAR CONFERENCE AGENDA
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, DEPT OF NEBRASKA
RIVERS EDGE CONFERENCE CENTER, COLUMBUS, NE
JANUARY 15 - 17, 2021

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 2021
1:00 PM......... Ballroom......................... Dept. Executive Committee Meeting
Following DEC Meeting....................................8 & 40 Pouvoir
8:00 PM......... Ballroom.............................................................Intimates Party

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 2021
8-10:00 AM... Courtyard...............American Legion Family Opening Session
10:15 AM....... Ballroom ... American Legion Auxiliary Procession of 100% Units
Comments by Membership Chairman Kimberly Gurley
Conference Opening Address by American Legion Auxiliary
National President Nicole Clapp
11:30 AM....... Hotel Commons.........................................Past President Parley
Announcements by Department/Secretary Lisa Moore
Recess for Lunch
1:00 PM......... Ballroom....................................................... Afternoon Session
1:15 PM......... Ballroom.......... Abby Tettendorf - Columbus Survivor Center
Table visits with Program Chairmen
Fundraiser Drawing
Ending Entertainment
Closing Ceremonies
6:00 PM......... Courtyard................. The American Legion Oratorical Contest

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 2021
8:00 AM........ Ballroom................ American Legion Family Worship Service
9:00 AM........ Courtyard..................... American Legion Family Joint Session
Mid-Year Closing Ceremonies

DATES TO REMEMBER
JANUARY
1

New Year’s Day - Department Office closed

15-17 Mid-Year Education Conference - Columbus
18

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - Department Office closed

FEBRUARY
10

"THE STAR" articles are due. Please submit them by the 10th.

14

Valentine's Day

15

President's Day - Department Headquarters closed

FOR YOUR ADVANCED PLANNING
June 13-19, 2021		

ALA Cornhusker Girls State - Virtual

June 24-27, 2021

Department Convention, Lincoln, NE

Aug. 27 - Sept. 2 2021

National Convention, Phoenix, Arizona

